
Glendale landscapes have always lived with a certain tension. The city has beautiful residential architecture,
valuable homes, and neighborhoods where curb appeal matters, yet the climate is hot and dry and water rules
are not optional. For homeowners trying to keep a front yard presentable, renovate a tired lawn, or build a better
backyard, the two-day-a-week watering rule changes the way every decision should be made.

Glendale Water & Power remains in Phase III of its Mandatory Water Conservation Ordinance. Outdoor watering
is limited to Tuesday and Saturday, for no more than 10 minutes per watering station. That single rule affects
plant selection, irrigation systems, lawn expectations, mulch depth, soil preparation, and even whether a paver
patio or seating area makes more sense than another stretch of grass.

A good landscape contractor in Glendale should not treat the rule as a nuisance to work around. It should be one
of the starting points for the design. When a landscape is planned around limited watering from the beginning, it
can still look finished, intentional, and appropriate for the home. When the rule is ignored, the yard often tells on
itself by August: stressed turf, uneven sprinkler coverage, dry edges, runoff on the sidewalk, and plants that were
attractive at installation but never truly belonged in the site.

What the two-day rule means in practical terms
The City’s current rule allows watering on Tuesday and Saturday, with each watering station limited to 10
minutes. The phrase “watering station” matters because most residential irrigation systems are divided into
zones. One station might serve a strip of lawn along the sidewalk. Another might serve foundation shrubs. A third
might landscaping near me water a backyard slope or a planter near a patio.

Ten minutes on one station does not mean the whole property receives water for only 10 minutes total. It means
each active irrigation zone must stay within the allowed time. Still, the restriction is significant. A conventional
lawn in full summer sun can demand far more water than that limit can provide, especially if the sprinkler heads
are old, poorly matched, tilted, or spraying pavement.

This is where professional judgment becomes important. A landscaper in Glendale CA should look beyond the
controller and ask what the landscape is actually trying to support. A lawn that was designed for a different era of
water use may not be realistic under Phase III conditions. A mixed planting bed with thirsty shrubs and drought
tolerant landscaping on the same valve may never water evenly. A slope with overspray and runoff may be losing
a meaningful portion of its irrigation before the water reaches the root zone.

The rule also makes timing more important. Glendale’s own water-saving guidance emphasizes watering early or
late in the day. That is practical advice, not just conservation language. Water applied during the hottest part of
the day evaporates faster and can stress plants. Early watering gives moisture a better chance to soak in before
heat builds. Late watering can also reduce evaporation, though some landscapes need care to avoid excess
moisture sitting overnight around plants that dislike it.

For many homes, the two-day rule is the moment to stop asking, “How do we keep everything the same?” and
start asking, “What should this landscape become?”

Why old irrigation habits fail under Glendale’s limits
Many residential landscaping problems in Glendale are irrigation problems wearing a plant disguise. A
homeowner sees browning turf and assumes the lawn needs more water. A hedge thins out and the first instinct
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is to increase the run time. A planter looks uneven, so someone adjusts the controller without checking pressure,
head spacing, or clogged emitters.

Under two-day-a-week watering, those shortcuts rarely work. There is not enough room in the schedule to waste
water on leaks, misting heads, overspray, or runoff. If a sprinkler station has only 10 minutes, every minute has to
count.

Traditional spray sprinklers can be especially unforgiving when they are not maintained. A head that has settled
too low can be blocked by grass. A tilted head can throw water into the street. Mismatched nozzles can put twice
as much water in one area as another. The lawn then develops green and brown patches, not because the city
rule is impossible, but because the system is uneven.

Drip irrigation often performs better for planting beds because it applies water close to the root zone. Glendale’s
water-saving guidance emphasizes drip irrigation, and for good reason. Drip can reduce waste, especially in
narrow planters, parkway areas, and mixed shrub beds where spray irrigation tends to hit walls, fences, and
pavement. It is not magic, though. Drip systems still require proper design, filtration, pressure regulation, and
periodic inspection. A broken drip line can quietly waste water below mulch. A clogged emitter can kill one plant
while the neighboring plant looks fine.

Sprinkler installation and irrigation retrofits should be planned around hydrozones, which means grouping plants
with similar water needs on the same valve. Drought tolerant landscaping suffers when it shares a station with
thirsty turf. Native plants can struggle when watered like annual flowers. A water efficient landscaping plan
depends on matching the irrigation method to the plant palette, the soil, and the exposure.

The Glendale lawn question
For years, a green lawn was the default answer for front yard landscaping. It created open space, visual calm, and
a familiar suburban look. In Glendale, that default deserves a fresh look.

The City has stated that native plants can survive drought with about 20 gallons of water per month, compared
with up to 4,000 gallons per month for a green lawn in summer. That comparison is stark, and it explains why
lawn replacement has become such a central part of water conservation. Turf can still have a place, particularly
where it serves a clear purpose, but it should earn its square footage.

A small functional lawn for children, pets, or visual relief may be reasonable if the irrigation system is efficient and
the homeowner understands the maintenance. A large ornamental lawn that no one uses is harder to justify,
especially if it struggles under the watering schedule. When clients ask whether to keep turf, the most useful
question is not whether lawns are good or bad. It is whether that specific lawn is worth the water, maintenance,
and opportunity cost.

Sod installation can still be part of a landscape installation, but in Glendale it should be approached carefully. The
establishment period for sod requires attention, and homeowners must remain aware of current watering
restrictions and any applicable city requirements. Even after establishment, turf needs consistent irrigation,
mowing, and seasonal care. If the goal is low maintenance landscaping, turf is rarely the lowest-maintenance
option.

Artificial turf and synthetic grass also come up often. They can provide a green surface without irrigation, which
appeals to some homeowners. However, Glendale’s Turf Replacement Program does not approve synthetic turf
as a conversion option. That distinction matters. A homeowner may still consider artificial turf for certain private
uses, but it should not be confused with a rebate-eligible drought tolerant or native plant conversion under that



program. For rebate-driven landscape renovation, the City points toward drought-tolerant and native plants,
efficient irrigation, and rainwater capture.

Using Glendale’s turf replacement rebate wisely
Glendale’s Turf Replacement Program offers homeowners a $3 per square foot rebate for replacing turf with
drought-tolerant or native plants, drip or efficient irrigation, and rainwater capture. For many properties, that
rebate can help shift the budget from simple removal toward better design and longer-lasting results.

The mistake I see in turf conversions is treating them as subtraction. Remove grass, add gravel, place a few plants,
and call it xeriscaping. That approach may reduce water use, but it can also make a home look bare, hot, and
disconnected from its architecture. Good xeriscaping is not the absence of landscaping. It is a disciplined form of
landscape design that uses climate-appropriate plants, spacing, texture, shade, mulch, and hardscape to create a
complete composition.

A strong rebate project should feel like a landscape, not a penalty for saving water. The front yard should still
frame the entry, soften the building, and create a sense of care. Backyard landscaping should still support how
the family lives outdoors. The difference is that the water budget becomes a design boundary, much like lot size,
slope, or sun exposure.

Before starting a turf conversion, homeowners should confirm current program requirements directly with the
City and avoid assuming that every water-saving product qualifies. The City’s program language is specific about
drought-tolerant/native plants, drip or efficient irrigation, and rainwater capture. Synthetic turf is not an approved
conversion option in that rebate program.

A practical rebate-oriented landscape renovation usually includes these core decisions:

1. Which turf areas are purely ornamental and can be removed without losing function.

2. Which plants fit the home’s exposure, mature size, and desired maintenance level.

3. How irrigation zones will be separated for different water needs.

4. Where mulch, rainwater capture, and grading can help water soak in.

5. How paths, seating areas, or hardscaping will replace usable space once occupied by lawn.

That is one of the reasons custom landscape design matters. A Spanish Colonial Revival home, a Craftsman-
influenced house, and a Tudor Revival property do not call for the same front yard treatment. Glendale’s own



design guidance asks whether landscape design complements the building design and conserves water. Those
two goals belong together.

Designing for architecture, not just water savings
Glendale has a rich architectural context. Rossmoyne Historic District alone includes hundreds of homes, with
Spanish Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and French-inspired residences among its notable styles. City resources
also point to Craftsman and Spanish Colonial Revival as especially prevalent. This matters because landscape
design that ignores the house can feel generic, even when the plants are appropriate.

For a Spanish Colonial Revival home, drought tolerant landscaping can work beautifully when arranged with
strong geometry, textured planting, and warm hardscape materials. A decomposed granite path, structured
planting beds, and a restrained palette can support the architecture without needing a broad lawn. For a
Craftsman home, the landscape may benefit from layered planting, a more informal garden rhythm, and materials
that feel grounded rather than slick. A Tudor Revival property often needs careful balance, since overly sparse
planting can make the home feel severe, while excessive water-hungry greenery may be impractical.

The goal is not to imitate a historic garden or freeze the property in time. The goal is to respect proportion, entry
sequence, and curb appeal while meeting Glendale’s water rules. A skilled landscape contractor Glendale
homeowners can trust should be able to discuss both irrigation performance and visual fit. Those conversations
belong in the same meeting.

This is particularly important in a high-value housing market. Glendale’s median value for owner-occupied
housing units is over $1.1 million, and the owner-occupied housing unit rate is 35.2 percent. Not every resident
owns, of course, and not every landscape project is driven by resale. Still, when a property carries that kind of
value, a poorly planned yard can drag down the impression of the entire home. Water efficient landscaping
should look intentional enough to protect curb appeal, not merely reduce the water bill.

Parkway landscaping needs extra care
Parkways create some of the most visible, and most regulated, landscape opportunities in front yard landscaping.
They also create problems when homeowners treat them as ordinary planting beds.

In Glendale, installing any living or non-living plant materials over 12 inches high in parkways requires a permit
from Public Works. Parkway landscaping is governed by Glendale Municipal Code Chapter 12.48. That means a
homeowner should not simply add boulders, tall grasses, shrubs, or other features in the strip between sidewalk
and landscape contractors curb without checking the requirements.

The design constraints make sense. Parkway areas affect pedestrian movement, visibility, access, and
maintenance. A plant that looks charming in a nursery container can become a hazard if it grows over the
sidewalk or blocks sight lines. Non-living materials can also create issues if they are too tall, unstable, or placed
without regard to public use.
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For water efficient landscaping, parkways are often good candidates for drought-tolerant or native plants
because they are difficult to water efficiently with traditional sprinklers. Spray heads in a narrow parkway often
overshoot onto pavement. Drip irrigation, mulch, and low plantings can perform better, but landscaping Glendale
Ridgeline Outdoor Living the permit issue must be part of the planning.

A professional involved in landscaping Glendale CA properties should raise this early. It is much easier to design
within the rules than to revise a completed installation after a complaint or correction.

Hardscaping as a water strategy
Hardscaping is sometimes treated as separate from water conservation, but in Glendale the two are closely
linked. Every square foot assigned to a paver patio, walkway, seating area, or other functional surface is a square
foot that does not need irrigation. Done well, hardscape can reduce water demand while improving how the
property works.

The key phrase is “done well.” A yard that replaces lawn with too much paving can feel hot and harsh. A yard that
uses hardscape strategically can become more comfortable and more useful. A paver patio underused before
renovation can become the center of outdoor living spaces. A modest path can organize a front yard and reduce
the need for thirsty filler planting. Retaining walls can help manage grade changes and create more usable
planting zones, though they require proper design and construction.
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A hardscape contractor should coordinate with the landscape designer or landscape contractor, especially where
drainage, irrigation sleeves, planting pockets, and finished grades meet. Patio installation affects water
movement. Retaining walls affect soil depth and planting conditions. Walkways affect where irrigation lines can
run. If those pieces are designed separately, the finished project often feels patched together.

Backyard landscaping in Glendale benefits from this integrated approach. Instead of trying to keep a large lawn
green for occasional use, a homeowner might create a smaller planted area, a paver patio for dining, and drought
tolerant perimeter planting. The result can use less water and serve daily life better. The same principle applies in
front yards, where a path, entry landing, or small sitting area can reduce lawn dependency while making the
home feel more welcoming.

Plant selection under a 10-minute station limit
Plant choice is where the watering rule becomes visible. A plant that needs frequent summer irrigation will
struggle under a strict two-day schedule unless it sits in a very favorable microclimate and receives efficient
watering. A plant adapted to drier conditions has a better chance of looking good without constant intervention.

Glendale actively promotes drought-tolerant and California-friendly landscaping. The City has a downtown
drought-tolerant demonstration garden and a water-wise garden resource with more than 200 examples of
California native landscapes. That is useful because many homeowners need to see mature examples before they
trust a lower-water design. Small nursery plants can look sparse at installation, but mature native and drought-
tolerant landscapes can have color, movement, shade, and seasonal interest.

Native plants are not all the same. Some tolerate reflected heat better than others. Some look best with seasonal
pruning. Some want excellent drainage. Some are not appropriate right against walkways because of mature size.
The same is true of drought-tolerant non-native plants. “Low water” does not mean “no thought required.”

Spacing is another trade-off. Dense planting looks finished sooner but can become crowded, increasing
maintenance and plant stress. Wider spacing may look spare for the first year or two but can respect mature size
and reduce long-term pruning. Mulch helps bridge that early visual gap while reducing evaporation and
moderating soil temperature.

For residential landscaping, the best plant palette usually combines structure and softness. Evergreen or long-
season plants provide continuity. Seasonal bloomers bring change. Groundcovers or low shrubs reduce bare soil.
Trees, where appropriate, contribute shade and scale, though tree selection and placement must account for
mature size and site constraints. The water rule does not eliminate beauty. It demands better editing.

Mulch, leaks, and the unglamorous work that saves landscapes
Some of the most important water-saving measures are not visually dramatic. Glendale’s guidance emphasizes
mulch, leak repairs, drip irrigation, and watering early or late. Those are basic practices, but basic does not mean
optional.

Mulch reduces evaporation from the soil surface and helps suppress weeds that compete for water. It also gives
new planting areas a finished look while plants mature. The material should suit the design, the slope, and the
maintenance plan. Organic mulch can improve soil over time as it breaks down. Inorganic materials may fit some
designs but can increase heat depending on color, placement, and exposure. A landscape contractor should not
choose mulch by habit alone.

Leak repair is equally important. Under a two-day rule, a leaking valve, cracked lateral line, or broken sprinkler
head wastes part of a limited water allowance. Worse, leaks can create uneven plant performance. One section



receives too much water while another dries out. Homeowners may not notice the issue until plants decline or
the water bill changes.

Irrigation inspections are often most revealing when the system is running. Dry checks miss problems. Watching a
sprinkler station operate shows overspray, blocked heads, low pressure, high pressure misting, runoff, and poor
coverage. Watching a drip zone operate takes patience, but it reveals disconnected tubing, missing emitters, or
wet areas that should not be wet.

The maintenance side also matters. Glendale prohibits gas-powered leaf blowers, and Glendale Water & Power
offers rebates for electric leaf blowers purchased in Glendale or elsewhere. For homeowners and maintenance
crews, that rule is part of operating responsibly in the city. A water-wise landscape can still be undermined by
maintenance practices that damage plants, blow away mulch, or ignore irrigation problems.

A realistic path for renovating a Glendale yard
A full landscape renovation does not always need to happen at once. Many homeowners phase the work,
especially when combining irrigation upgrades, hardscaping, planting, and possible rebate requirements. The risk
with phasing is that each piece gets built without a larger plan. A paver patio goes in first, then irrigation
becomes difficult. Plants are added before the turf conversion plan is clear. A wall is built, then drainage and
planting depth become afterthoughts.

Even a simple master plan can prevent those mistakes. It should identify what stays, what goes, how water will be
delivered, where hardscape belongs, and how the finished landscape will match the home. The plan does not
need to be elaborate for every property, but it should be specific enough to guide real decisions.

For a front yard, the plan might focus on curb appeal, entry visibility, parkway compliance, and lawn reduction.
For a backyard, it might focus on outdoor living spaces, shade, privacy, and reducing water use in areas that no
longer need turf. For a hillside or sloped property, irrigation and runoff deserve special attention, because water
that runs off in the first few minutes does not help the plants.

Landscape installation should then follow the logic of the plan. Irrigation sleeves and main lines should be
considered before hardscape is complete. Soil preparation should happen before planting. Drip zones should be
tested before mulch covers them. Plant spacing should reflect mature size, not just the desire for an instant full
look. These details are not glamorous, but they determine whether the yard still looks good three summers later.

A well-run landscape renovation usually moves through five practical stages:

1. Evaluate existing irrigation, turf, plant health, sun exposure, and runoff.

2. Decide which areas should become planting, hardscape, patio space, or retained turf.

3. Confirm city rules, rebate requirements, and any parkway permit needs before construction.

4. Install irrigation, hardscape, soil improvements, plants, and mulch in the proper sequence.

5. Adjust the controller, inspect coverage, and maintain the landscape as it establishes.

Those stages sound straightforward, but each one contains judgment calls. That is why hiring a landscape
contractor Glendale homeowners can communicate with clearly matters. The best contractor is not just selling
plants or pavers. The best contractor is translating water rules, site conditions, architecture, and budget into a
landscape that can survive real Glendale conditions.

When low maintenance does not mean no maintenance



Low maintenance landscaping is one of the most common requests in Glendale, and it is a reasonable goal.
Homeowners want yards that look good without constant mowing, trimming, and irrigation adjustments. But
“low maintenance” can be misunderstood.

A drought tolerant landscape still needs Landscape community guide establishment care. New plants require
monitoring while roots develop. Drip systems need inspection. Mulch needs refreshing. Some native plants need
seasonal pruning to look their best. Weeds appear, especially after soil disturbance. A low-water yard that
receives no attention can become messy, just as a traditional yard can.

The maintenance changes rather than disappears. Instead of weekly mowing, the work may involve periodic
pruning, checking emitters, clearing debris, and adjusting irrigation seasonally within allowed watering rules.
Instead of pushing rapid growth with water, the goal is to guide plants into healthy mature form.

This is a better kind of maintenance for many homeowners. It is quieter, less water-intensive, and often less
frequent. It also fits the direction Glendale is encouraging through drought-tolerant demonstration gardens,
California-friendly landscaping, and turf replacement incentives.

The professional standard for Glendale water-wise work
A professional landscape contractor in Glendale should be comfortable working within the two-day-a-week
watering rule. That means designing landscapes that do not depend on exceptions, excessive hand watering, or
unrealistic maintenance. It also means being honest with homeowners about trade-offs.

If a client wants a large green lawn, the contractor should explain what that means under the current ordinance. If
a client wants a rebate, the contractor should make clear that synthetic grass is not an approved turf conversion
option in Glendale’s Turf Replacement Program. If a client wants parkway planting, the contractor should flag the
Public Works permit requirement for living or non-living plant materials over 12 inches high. If a client wants a
fast, full look, the contractor should explain how mature plant size affects long-term maintenance.

Good landscape design is not just about selecting attractive materials. It is about aligning expectations with
conditions. In Glendale, the conditions include heat, dry weather, valuable architecture, city water rules, and a
civic push toward California-friendly, drought-tolerant landscapes.
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A yard designed with those realities in mind can still feel lush, shaded, and welcoming. It may use native plants
instead of a thirsty lawn. It may use a paver patio instead of unused turf. It may rely on drip irrigation, mulch, and
careful zoning instead of long sprinkler cycles. It may frame a historic-style home with plants and hardscape that
complement the building rather than compete with it.

The two-day watering rule does not have to reduce a landscape to gravel and survival plants. It asks for better
planning. For homeowners, that is the opportunity. A thoughtful landscape installation or renovation can lower
water demand, improve curb appeal, and create outdoor spaces that fit both the property and Glendale’s future.


