
What Is the Fine for Smoking on a Plane? 
(2026 Guide) 

 

If you're wondering about the fine for smoking on a plane, the short answer is that 
penalties can range from hundreds to several thousand dollars, depending on the 
country, airline, and the seriousness of the incident. In addition to financial penalties, 
passengers may face criminal charges, airline travel bans, or liability for flight 
diversion costs. 

This guide explains the current rules, the reasons behind the ban, and what happens 
if someone is caught smoking in a plane. 

 

Can you smoke on a commercial flight? 

No. Smoking and vaping is strictly prohibited by law on airlines operating 
commercial passenger flights in most countries. This includes: 

●​ Cigarettes 
●​ Cigars 

https://www.airflypolicy.com/blog/smoking-on-the-plane
https://69e9d81f806ed.site123.me/blog/can-you-bring-cigarettes-on-a-plane-tsa-rules-airline-limits-packing-tips-can-you-bring-cigarettes-on-a-plane


●​ Pipes 
●​ Electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes) 
●​ Vape pens and other vaping devices 

Modern aircraft have smoke detectors in lavatories and trained cabin crews who are 
required to respond immediately if someone violates the rule. 

 

What Is the Fine for Smoking on a Plane? 

The exact fine for smoking on a plane depends on the aviation authority and the 
country where the violation occurs. 

Generally, passengers may face: 

●​ Civil penalties ranging from hundreds to several thousand dollars 
●​ Criminal prosecution for serious violations 
●​ Airline-imposed travel bans 
●​ Responsibility for emergency diversion costs if the flight is forced to land 
●​ Additional airport security investigations after landing 

In some cases, fines can exceed $2,000–$5,000, especially if the passenger ignores 
crew instructions or tampers with smoke detectors. 

Expert Tip: The financial penalty is often only part of the consequence. Airlines may 
permanently ban passengers whose actions compromise flight safety. 

 

Why Is Smoking Strictly Prohibited on Airplanes? 

The prohibition isn't simply about passenger comfort. 

Smoking on airplanes is banned primarily because of aviation safety. 

Fire Risk 

Aircraft cabins contain sophisticated electrical systems, oxygen equipment, and 
confined spaces. Even a small fire can quickly become a serious emergency. 

Cabin Safety 



Smoke affects other passengers and crew members, especially individuals with 
asthma or respiratory conditions. 

Regulatory Compliance 

International aviation authorities require airlines to maintain smoke-free cabins to 
reduce safety risks. 

For these reasons, smoking and vaping is strictly prohibited by law on airlines, 
regardless of flight duration. 

 

What Happens If You're Caught Smoking in a Plane? 

If a passenger is found smoking in a plane, the cabin crew follows established safety 
procedures. 

Possible consequences include: 

●​ Immediate warning from cabin crew 
●​ Confiscation of smoking materials if necessary 
●​ Notification to the flight captain 
●​ Police or airport authorities meeting the aircraft upon arrival 
●​ Issuance of fines or legal citations 
●​ Possible inclusion on the airline's no-fly list 

Passengers who disable or tamper with smoke detectors may face even more severe 
penalties. 

 

When Was Smoking Banned on Airplanes? 

Many travelers ask: 

●​ When was smoking banned on airplanes? 
●​ When was smoking banned on planes? 
●​ When was smoking banned on aeroplanes? 
●​ When was smoking on airplanes banned? 

The answer depends on the country. 

In the United States: 

https://myairflypolicy.mystrikingly.com/blog/can-you-take-cigarettes-on-planes-carry-on-checked-baggage-tsa-rules-2026/i/view_as_owner


●​ 1988: Smoking banned on domestic flights lasting two hours or less. 
●​ 1990: Ban expanded to most domestic commercial flights. 
●​ 2000: Nearly all U.S. commercial passenger flights became completely 

smoke-free. 

Many other countries adopted similar regulations throughout the 1990s and early 
2000s, making smoke-free air travel the global standard. 

 

Does the Smoking Ban Include Vaping? 

Yes. 

Many passengers mistakenly believe e-cigarettes are allowed. 

However, airlines treat vaping the same as traditional smoking because vapor may 
trigger smoke alarms, disturb passengers, and interfere with cabin safety 
procedures. 

That is why smoking and vaping is strictly prohibited by law on airlines. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I smoke in the airplane bathroom? 

No. Lavatories are equipped with smoke detectors, and smoking in them is 
prohibited on commercial flights. 

Can airlines ban me for smoking onboard? 

Yes. Many airlines permanently ban passengers who violate onboard smoking 
regulations. 

Can a plane divert because someone smokes? 

Yes. If smoking creates a safety concern or a passenger becomes disruptive, the 
captain may decide to divert the aircraft. The responsible passenger may be required 
to pay significant diversion-related costs. 

 



Final Thoughts 

Knowing the fine for smoking on a plane is important before you travel. Although the 
exact penalty varies by country and airline, smoking onboard can lead to substantial 
fines, legal consequences, airline bans, and even criminal charges in serious cases. 

Whether you're flying domestically or internationally, remember that smoking on 
airplanes is prohibited for safety reasons. If you're wondering when was smoking 
banned on airplanes, the answer is that smoke-free commercial aviation has been 
the global standard for decades. Respecting these regulations helps ensure a safer 
and more comfortable journey for everyone onboard. 
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