
I hear it every single day at the office. A homeowner calls in, frantic because they saw a yellowjacket zip into a gap in their siding.
They call a service, a technician comes out, and a few days later, they’re still seeing activity. Pretty simple.. The immediate
reaction is panic: "Did the treatment fail? Do I have a super-mutant wasp colony?"

Before we go any further, I need to know: Where exactly are you seeing the traffic? Is it right at the same entry point, or are
they emerging from a different crack? The location of that activity tells me everything I need to know about what's going on behind
your walls.

Most of the time, seeing a few stragglers isn't a sign of a bad job. It’s a sign of a complex biological system. Let’s break down
exactly why this happens and what you should expect from a 100% guarantee pest control provider.

Stop Calling Everything a "Bee"

First things first: if you call me and say "I have a bee problem" when you actually have yellowjackets, we’re going to be looking at
very different treatment plans. Honey bees are protected, sensitive, and usually handled by groups like Mega
https://beesmart.buzz/pest-control-plans/bee-control/ Bee Pest Control (Mega Bee Rescues) who specialize in relocation.
Yellowjackets, hornets, and paper wasps? Those are territorial, aggressive, and require a totally different tactical approach.

Here is a quick cheat sheet to help you identify what might be living in your wall void:

Insect Type Behavior Nest Location Yellowjacket Aggressive, rapid flight Wall voids, ground holes, attic eaves Honey Bee
Docile, fuzzy appearance Wall voids, hollow trees Paper Wasp "Dangling" legs in flight Under deck railings, shutter gaps Bald-

https://beesmart.buzz/pest-control-plans/bee-control/


Faced Hornet Large, white-faced, very aggressive Trees, shrubbery, high roof eaves

Why Activity Persists After a Visit

Here's what kills me: when a technician from a company like bee smart pest control comes out, they aren't just "spraying." they
are using a combination of fast-acting materials to knock down the current occupants and residual treatments to ensure that any
foragers returning to the nest are neutralized upon entry.

If you see activity 24 to 48 hours after treatment, it doesn’t always mean the nest is thriving. Here is why you might still see
"traffic":

The Foragers are Coming Home: Wasps are creatures of habit. When they are out gathering food, they rely on
pheromones to find the nest. They don't know the nest has been treated. They will return to that exact spot, hover, and
land, only to find that the colony is no longer viable. They usually die shortly after contact with the residual product.
Emergence Cycles: If the treatment didn't reach the deepest part of a massive wall void, some pupae may still hatch.
These new wasps will attempt to leave the nest. Because they have to walk through the treated area to get out, they rarely
last more than a few hours.
Secondary Entrances: Wasps are incredibly clever. If you blocked their primary door, they might have chewed a
secondary exit through your drywall or a different exterior seam.

Common Nesting Spots in Connecticut Homes

In my years of scheduling, I’ve seen nests in the most inconvenient places imaginable. We have a mental checklist that we run
through whenever someone reports stinging insects:

1. Wall Voids: The classic "hidden" nest. If you hear scratching or buzzing behind your bedroom wall, do not just spray a
hardware store can at the hole. You will trap them, and they will chew their way into your living room to escape the fumes.

2. Deck Undersides: Paper wasps love the protected, shady spots under your composite or wood decking.
3. Shutters: The gap between a plastic shutter and the siding is a five-star hotel for a wasp queen.
4. Ground Nests: This is a big one in late summer. People are out mowing their lawns, hit a hole in the ground, and suddenly

they are running for their lives. If you have a hole in your yard with constant activity, stay away. Don't try to fill it with dirt—
they will just dig out somewhere else.

Seasonality: Why Mid-to-Late Summer is a Nightmare

If you call me in June, you might be dealing with a small, manageable nest. If you call in August or September, the colony has
reached its peak. In late summer, the hive is at its largest, and the wasps are at their most desperate and irritable. They are done
raising larvae and are now focused on sugar sources—which is why your iced tea or BBQ at the picnic table is suddenly
swarmed.

Treating a nest in September is much more difficult than in May. It often takes longer for the materials to take full effect because
the sheer volume of insects is so high.

The Truth About "Complimentary Retreatment"

When you hire a professional company that offers a complimentary retreatment as part of their service agreement, you are
paying for peace of mind. If the nest is still active after a week, call us. Do not try to "add more" DIY spray yourself.

Why DIY sprays are a bad idea: Most homeowners buy an over-the-counter aerosol that kills on contact but lacks the residual
power to get deep into a wall void. By spraying the outside, you often irritate the colony without killing the queen or the larvae,
making the wasps more defensive and likely to swarm the next person who walks by.

What to do while you wait for the follow-up:

Keep a distance: Don't try to seal the hole yourself until the activity has completely ceased for 48 hours.



Watch, don't interact: Note if the activity is slowing down compared to day one.
Keep pets and kids away: Stringing insects, especially yellowjackets, are highly defensive when their home is disturbed.

Final Thoughts

A persistent wasp nest is frustrating, but it is treatable. Whether you are dealing with a standard paper wasp colony or a
complex ground nest, the key is professional identification and targeted application. Never assume that seeing one or two wasps
means the treatment failed; watch the traffic levels, keep your distance, and trust your pest control team to execute their follow-up
plan if the complimentary retreatment is needed.

And please, for the sake of my blood pressure—stop calling the exterminator only after you've already emptied three cans of Raid
into your siding. It makes the technician's job infinitely harder!


