Sydney storms can be absolutely brutal on your roof, and when one passes through, the smart move is getting a post-
storm roof inspection done straightaway. Yet many Sydney homeowners either don't know what to look for or think they
can skip this crucial step to save a few quid. That's a risky game to play. What might look like minor damage on the
surface could be hiding serious structural problems that get exponentially worse if left unaddressed.

This comprehensive guide walks you through everything you need to know about conducting a post-storm roof
inspection, what you should look for, when to call the professionals, and how to document damage for insurance claims.
Whether you've just weathered a severe storm or are planning ahead for storm season, this information could save you
thousands of dollars and prevent serious damage to your home.

Why Post-Storm Roof Inspection Is Critical in Sydney

Sydney's storm season can be genuinely frightening. We're talking about high winds, heavy rain, hail, and sometimes
even flash flooding. Your roof bears the brunt of this punishment, and it's not always obvious just how much damage has
occurred.

The problem is that roof damage isn't always immediately visible. A tile might be slightly cracked but still sitting in
place. Flashing might be bent but not fully separated. Gutters might be dented but still holding water. Interior damage

from water penetration might not show up for days or weeks. By then, more damage could be occurring as water
infiltrates your roof cavity.

The Immediate Safety Considerations

Before we talk about what to inspect, let's talk about safety. This is serious stuff.
Don't Get on the Roof Yourself

I know it's tempting to hop up there yourself and have a look around, particularly if you're a handy sort of person. Don't
do it. Roofs are dangerous at the best of times — slippery, uneven, with hidden hazards. After a storm, they're actively
dangerous. Tiles might be loose and give way beneath your feet. Metal might be sharp and jagged. You could have
structural damage that makes the roof unstable.

Get a licensed roofer to do it. Seriously.

What to Do Immediately After a Storm

The hours and days immediately following a storm are crucial. Here's what you should do.
Document the Damage Thoroughly

Before the weather clears and dries things out, take photos and videos of everything. Get wide shots and close-ups.
Document any visible debris, broken branches, missing tiles, damaged gutters, water stains, and anything else that looks
out of place. Take photos from multiple angles.

Also photograph the state of your yard, garden, and surroundings. This provides context for the storm's severity, which is
useful for insurance claims.

Scheduling Your Post-Storm Roof Inspection

Timing matters when it comes to post-storm roof inspection. You don't want to wait too long, but you also want to give
roofers time to get to you when they're swamped with storm-related callouts.

Don't Expect Immediate Service

When storms hit, roofers get absolutely bombarded with requests. If you call immediately after a major storm, you might
have to wait a week or more for an appointment. That's normal. If you've got an active leak causing significant water
damage, explain this when you call and ask if they can squeeze you in earlier.

Get Multiple Quotes



After a major storm, get at least two — ideally three — quotes from different roofers before committing to repairs. This
helps ensure you're not being overcharged by roofers capitalising on storm damage. Document all quotes and keep copies
for insurance purposes.

What the Professional Should Inspect

When the roofer arrives, they should inspect the following thoroughly:
Roof Tiles or Shingles

Look for cracked, broken, or missing tiles. Even small cracks can allow water entry. Tiles can also be displaced or loose
without being obviously broken. The roofer should check the entire roof surface, not just visible problem areas.

Flashing and Seals

Flashing around chimneys, vents, valleys, and edges is critical for keeping water out. Storm damage can bend, separate,
or damage flashing. Sealants can crack or fail. All of these roofing need inspection and repair if damaged.

Understanding the Inspection Report

When you get the inspection report from the roofer, it should be detailed and clear. Here's what to look for:
Detailed Descriptions

The report should describe damage locations specifically — "three broken tiles on the north-facing roof slope,
approximately 2 metres from the ridge" is more useful than "some broken tiles."

Repair Recommendations

The roofer should clearly recommend what repairs are needed and prioritise them. Some damage is urgent and needs
immediate repair; other damage is less critical.

Documentation for Insurance Claims

Insurance claims require proper documentation. Here's what you need:
Incident Report

Document the date, time, and nature of the storm. What was the weather like? How long did it last? Were there other
properties in your area damaged?

Initial Damage Photos

Your photos and videos from immediately after the storm are crucial evidence.

Common Storm Damage in Sydney

Here are the most common types of roof damage Sydney roofers see after storms:
Broken or Cracked Tiles

Hail and wind can crack or break roof tiles. Even one broken tile needs attention as it compromises the roof's weather
resistance.

Lifted or Displaced Tiles

Wind can lift tiles without breaking them. They look okay from a distance but don't seal properly, allowing water entry.

When to Call Emergency Services


https://g.page/r/Cf9hdzHRAYidEBM/

In most cases, post-storm roof inspection can wait a few days. However, certain situations warrant emergency action:
Active Leaks
If water is actively dripping or flowing into your home, you need immediate attention. Call your roofer and explain it's an

emergency. If they can't help immediately, you might need to temporarily stop the leak yourself — place buckets under
drips, use tarps to direct water, or call a roofing emergency service.

Preventing Storm Damage: Maintenance Before the Storm

Honestly, the best time to deal with roof problems is before a storm hits. Regular maintenance significantly reduces
storm damage risk.

Annual Inspections
Have your roof inspected annually. This catches small problems before they become big ones.
Gutter Cleaning

Clean gutters twice yearly — spring and autumn. This prevents debris accumulation that can cause water backing up and
overflow during heavy rain.

Conclusion: Be Proactive About Post-Storm Roof Inspection

Sydney storms are serious, and post-storm roof inspection is essential. Don't assume your roof is fine just because it
looks okay from the ground. Hidden damage is real, and it gets worse without intervention.

Get a professional post-storm roof inspection done promptly after any significant storm. Document everything for
insurance purposes. Address repairs quickly. And before the next storm season, make sure your roof is in good condition
through regular maintenance.

Your roof is one of your home's most important defensive systems. Treat it that way. After a storm, don't wait — get that
inspection done. It's one of the smartest decisions you can make as a Sydney homeowner.

The few hundred dollars you spend on a post-storm roof inspection today could save you tens of thousands in water
damage tomorrow. That's just good sense.



