10 Critical Facts About Lyft and Uber Accidents in Los
Angeles: Rights, Liability, and Legal Recourse

Understanding the Complex Rideshare Accident Landscape in California

Being injured in an accident involving a Lyft or Uber vehicle in Los Angeles creates a uniquely complex insurance
and liability situation. Unlike a https://www.techdirectory.io/los-angeles-ca/legal-services/eisenberg-law-group-pc
standard car accident, determining who is responsible—the driver, the company, or another motorist—requires
immediate and expert navigation. Victims are often left confused about their rights and how to secure fair compensation
for medical bills, lost wages, and other damages. This definitive guide breaks down the legal system for rideshare
accident victims and underscores why contacting the right Los Angeles lawyer at a firm like Eisenberg Law Group
PC right away is a critical step.

Who is Liable in a Los Angeles Lyft or Uber Accident?

Liability in a rideshare case hinges on the driver's status within the app at the time of the accident. California law
mandates specific coverage levels from companies like Uber and Lyft, but this policy shifts based on whether the
driver is:

e Period 0: App is on but no ride is accepted. Contingent liability coverage from the company applies (often
minimal).

e Period 1: A ride has been accepted and the driver is en route to pick up the passenger. The rideshare company’s
$1 million liability policy is primary.

e Period 2: The passenger is in the vehicle and until the trip ends. The $1 million company policy remains primary.

An experienced attorney will investigate to prove which period the driver was involved in to ensure all potentially
liable parties are held accountable.

Immediate Steps to Take After an Uber or Lyft Accident in Los Angeles

If you are injured in an accident with a rideshare car, your actions can significantly impact your future claim.

1. Call 911 to report the accident and get immediate medical attention, even if you feel fine initially.

2. Gather evidence: take photos, get witness contacts, and note the driver's information.

3. Report the accident through the Uber or Lyft app but do NOT give a detailed statement or accept any offer
without an attorney.

4. Seek a full medical evaluation to document all injuries.

5. Contact an experienced Los Angeles rideshare accident lawyer right away.

Do not assume the rideshares company will look out for your best interests. Their goal is to minimize payouts.

Why You Need a Specialized Los Angeles Rideshare Accident Attorney

Handling a Lyft or Uber accident case alone is a mistake. These companies have robust legal teams. A dedicated Lyft
accident lawyer from a firm like Eisenberg Law Group PC provides essential advantages:
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Experience navigating the specific insurance layers and liability laws governing Uber and Lyft.

Resources to investigate the accident, reconstruct events, and identify all sources of coverage.

Skill in negotiating with aggressive corporate insurers to fight for maximum compensation for personal injury,
lost income, and pain and suffering.

Trial readiness to take your case to court if a fair settlement is not offered.

The Unique Challenges Faced by Injured Rideshare Passengers and Drivers

While passengers are most common victims, drivers for Uber and Lyft can also be seriously injured. Each faces
distinct hurdles. A passenger may need to file a claim against the rideshare driver’s policy, the company's policy, or the
other driver involved. An injured uber driver, conversely, may be caught between their personal auto policy (which
often excludes commercial use) and the company's contingent coverage. This confusing interplay makes legal guidance
non-negotiable.

How Eisenberg Law Group PC Advocates for Los Angeles Rideshare
Accident Victims

The attorneys at Eisenberg Law Group PC leverage deep experience in Los Angeles personal injury and complex
insurance law to help accident victims. They understand that an Uber or Lyft accident is not just another car case.
Their approach involves a meticulous investigation from date one to pin down liability, aggressive negotiation with all
insurers involved, and, if necessary, passionate litigation to ensure clients receive the best possible outcome. They treat
every victim with the individualized attention a large firm might not provide, ensuring you are never just another claim
number.

Frequently Asked Questions About Lyft and Uber Accident Claims

What is the most important thing to do after a Lyft accident in Los Angeles?
The single most important step is to secure your health and your rights by seeking medical care and then immediately

consulting a specialized Lyft accident lawyer. The intricate insurance layers mean that early, strategic action is
paramount to preserving evidence and claim value.

Does Lyft provide insurance if I'm injured as a passenger?
Yes, but the extent of that coverage depends on the driver's app status. If you are in period 1 or 2 (ride accepted or in
progress), Lyft’s $1 million liability policy is primary. If the driver was in Period 0 (app on, no ride), recovery becomes

more complex, involving the driver's personal insurance and Lyft's contingent policy.

How long do I have to file a lawsuit after a rideshare accident in California?



In California, the statute of limitations for most personal injury cases, including rideshare accidents, is two years
from the date of the accident. However, waiting even a period of weeks can harm your case. Evidence fades, memories
blur, and the other side begins building their defense. It is always imperative to take action and file necessary notices
right away.

Can I sue Uber or Lyft directly after an accident?

While their insurance policy is the primary target for compensation, there are specific circumstances under which the
company itself can be held directly liable. This can include failures in background checks, negligent maintenance of
their app system, or other corporate negligence. An experienced attorney will investigate all avenues.

The Critical Role of Evidence in Building a Strong Rideshare Case

Comprehensive evidence is the foundation of any successful rideshare accident claim. This goes beyond the police
report. Your lawyer will seek app data from Uber or Lyft to confirm the driver's status, obtain cell phone records to
contest distracted driving, collect traffic camera footage, and use accident reconstruction experts. According to research
by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), proper investigation significantly impacts recovery outcomes in
complex accidents (IIHS, "Ridesharing and Insurance," 2023).

Why Choosing the Right Legal Firm Makes All the Difference

Not all personal injury firms have the specific experience with the evolving laws surrounding Uber and Lyft. The
attorneys at Eisenberg Law Group PC dedicate practice to these complex cases, offering injured parties in Los
Angeles a powerful advocate. They provide the help needed to navigate this challenging system, from the initial claim
through to litigation, ensuring your rights are always protected and you have the best chance at full and fair
compensation for your injuries and losses.

Company: Eisenberg Law Group PC
Address: 811 Wilshire Blvd #1720, Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone: (213) 616-5353


https://www.iihs.org/topics/ridesharing

