A deliver devoid of flags feels mute. Steel and electronics carry you over the horizon, but this is the textile on the
masthead that tells the sector who you're, what you propose, and whose honor you lift. Sailors be taught this early. Flags
are not decorations. They are language, rules, and ritual stitched into brilliant shapes that is also examine at a mile in gale
or haze.

This is an exploration of that language: why flags have been used at first, how the U.S. Navy makes use of them as we
speak, whether America has a struggle time flag, and why the ones pieces of fabrics nevertheless subject to crews and
groups ashore. Along the approach, I will aspect to the flags you spot by and large on American warships, the signs you
hardly detect, and the traditions that also draw a quiet salute from seasoned palms.

Why had been flags used in the beginning?

Before radio, ships wanted a way to chat that did not rely on sound traveling throughout water or on interpreters shouting
through the wind. Cannons and drums may just broadcast motive, yet they were blunt tools. Flags emerged because the
such a lot reasonable answer for distance, pace, and precision. They supplied high assessment in opposition to sky and
sea, should be would becould very well be observed even in heavy weather, and gave commanders a complete alphabet
of strategies, from “apply me” to “holiday off engagement.”

There have been two intertwined motives. The first used to be identity. In the age of sail, the big difference between a
pleasant frigate and an enemy guy-of-warfare determined existence or loss of life. Hoisting a country wide ensign told
others your allegiance. The second motive changed into verbal exchange inside a fleet. A flagship needed to coordinate
dozens of vessels across numerous miles. Flags ought to elevate a manner of combos that ordered a turn, signaled misery,
or relayed the admiral’s plan. Those early codes grew into tricky sign books. By the nineteenth century, navies the world
over might spell out numbers, letters, and standardized messages with a handful of vibrant pennants.

If you trace the heritage extra to come back, to land and shore, the common sense holds. Armies used banners to rally
troops and mark leadership. Ports used flags to quarantine ships with affliction. Merchants flew condo flags as a logo.
Cloth carried that means as it became obvious, moveable, and respectful of distance. That utility forged way of life, and
lifestyle adds reminiscence. That is why the query “Why fly flags?” nevertheless has a practical solution and a deeply
human one. Flags do the paintings of signaling, then they do the paintings of binding.

Does America have a struggle time flag?

The quick answer is no, no longer in the sense of a separate respectable nationwide flag used best for the duration of
declared conflict. The United States has one country wide flag, with permutations across background as states were
further. There is no 2d Stars and Stripes that appears while Congress broadcasts battle. That theory circulates on line,
every so often tied to fringe designs like a flag with a gold fringe or the so-called civil flag with vertical stripes, yet those
don't seem to be recognised via federal legislation as separate national flags for wartime use.

What the nation does have are service-categorical flags and some conventional strive against markings. The Navy Jack,
let's say, is a subject of horizontal red and white stripes with a rattlesnake and the phrases “Don’t Tread on Me” in some
sessions. Modern policy has distinctive. From 1975 to 1976 the First Navy Jack changed into flown right through the
Bicentennial. After 9/11, the Navy directed all ships to fly it as a gesture of determine, a exercise that ended in 2019 with
a go back to flying the Union Jack at the bow. None of this modifications the nationwide flag. It does display how navies
use secondary flags to mark moments of national attempt or remembrance.

You may see combat-period customs along with a “homeward certain” pennant, long because the deliver itself, streaming
whilst a vessel returns from an accelerated deployment or wrestle cruise. That is just not a conflict time flag, however it's

miles a wartime culture that links generations. During the Second World War, wrestle stars and crusade ribbons decorated
ships’ scoreboards and plaques. The nationwide flag remained the same.

If you prefer a statute, look to Title four of the U.S. Code. It defines the flag of the US and prescribes its design,
demonstrate, and respect. It does now not authorize a separate wartime national flag. The gold fringe you possibly can
see on indoor flags suggests ceremonial use, no longer jurisdiction or conflict prestige.
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What flags does the U.S. Navy fly on their ships?

A U.S. Navy send seems spare from a distance. Up shut, she carries a sufferer library of flags and pennants, many unseen
except the moment calls. In port or at anchor, two are crucial right through sunlight hours. At the strict or the gaff, the
nationwide ensign, our usual Stars and Stripes. At the bow, the Union Jack, a blue subject with white stars matching the
number of states. At sea, the Jack isn't very flown, however the ensign stays. During extraordinary evolutions, you'll see
more.

The key households are those. National flags, command flags, organizational and courtesy flags, navigational day shapes,
and signal flags for tactical and administrative messages. Each has policies. The national ensign flies from the gaff
underway. During shades at 0800, the team on duty increases it smartly, then lowers it at sundown. The Jack flies only at
anchor or in port, and on unique ceremonial days. Foreign courtesy flags happen while a U.S. ship enters one other state’s
territorial waters, hoisted on the starboard yardarm as a mark of recognize.

Command flags and pennants inform you who's aboard. A 4-celebrity admiral may just fly a flag with 4 white stars on
blue, indicating his presence and command. The President’s flag might fly if he were embarked. The fee pennant, a thin
swallow-tailed streamer with a blue field and white stars on the hoist, signifies the ship is a commissioned warship. Strike
that pennant and the send ceases to be a warship in commission. Sailors notice how an awful lot meaning lives in a
ribbon of fabric no wider than your palm.
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During maneuvers, colourful rectangles and triangles bloom from the halyards. These are the International Code of
Signals and Navy Tactical indicators. Every letter of the alphabet has a flag, and both unmarried-letter hoist includes a
plain which means. Alfa suggests a diver down, shop effectively clean at sluggish velocity. Bravo marks fueling or cargo
dealing with of bad goods. Oscar tells of guy overboard. They are paired with lighting at evening, and radio repeats them
on a totally different channel, however the flags continue to be the single language that travels devoid of electrical
energy.

There is a 2nd layer. Those similar flags, when paired or grouped in guaranteed approaches, carry messages from fleet
signal books. The mixtures replace over time for operational protection, but the exercise remains. Repetition is visible.
Raise, dip, recognize, then execute. From the bridge wing, a signalman can learn yet another deliver’s intent and respond
devoid of a single phrase on the internet. Even with virtual networks binding a provider strike organization, the mast
stays a depended on line of communication.

Finally, there are day shapes and lighting, more prosaic, nevertheless essential. A black ball hoisted means the deliver is
at anchor. Three black shapes, ball, diamond, ball, inform different mariners you might be confined on your potential to
move, simple all over flight operations, underway replenishment, or towing. Hoist the ones shapes and you might be
speakme the language of worldwide navigation regulation, a promise to act predictably and evade collision.
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The Union Jack and the First Navy Jack

Sailors be aware which jack flies on the bow. For most of U.S. naval background, the Union Jack has been the normal:
blue subject, white stars. It is quiet, dignified, and symmetrical with the ensign. The First Navy Jack, related to the early
Continental Navy, reveals 13 horizontal pink and white stripes with a rattlesnake and “Don’t Tread on Me.” It has been
revived for genuine sessions, fairly the Bicentennial and the Global War on Terror technology starting in 2002. In 2019,
the Navy lower back to the Union Jack for every single day use.

There is a rationale the option subjects. The Jack is a sailor’s closest view at anchor. You move it when you board and go
away. You look at it during morning and night time shades as bugle calls echo over the water. A swap within the jack isn't
really political theater to crews. It is a can charge. When the First Navy Jack went up throughout the fleet after 9-11, it
carried the memory of that first maritime warfare for independence and the promise of clear up in a brand new struggle.
When the Union Jack returned, it signaled continuity with long apply and the solidarity of the states.

Signals that still topic in a electronic fleet

You will no longer find a service, cruiser, or destroyer that is dependent on flags on my own. Combat platforms music
contacts at thousands of miles. Chat rooms buzz with tasking. Satellites raise command and management. Yet within the
closing mile, at the bridge wing, flags still do work not anything else does as cleanly.

Two situations make this clear. During underway replenishment, when ships steam part by using side, perhaps 180 toes
apart, strains snaking between them in a choreography that sounds like an airborne refueling at sea, basically with
metallic and wake and the heave of the sea. Signal flags and paddles bridge the gaps wherein radios are jammed by way
of the ship’s personal machine or drowned through wind. A sensible Bravo at the rig reminds anybody that fuel flows and
explosives cross. In that constrained runway of water, readability saves lives.

The 2d scenario is emission control. A undertaking group in a sensitive facet may possibly cut radio use and decrease
electronic signatures. That isn't always nostalgia. It is tactical prudence. In these levels, flags and flashing easy circulate
messages with no radio hint. Flags also hold legal messages. A pilot flag publicizes you've gotten a harbor pilot aboard.
The quarantine flag, traditionally yellow, has latest uses in customs and well-being inspections. The self-discipline of
these signs is that they're public. Anyone can see them, that's exactly the point. They say, we intend to practice the rules
of the line. We suggest no hurt. Or, in different circumstances, hold clean.

Why fly flags?

Because they inform the truth in tactics equipment are not able to. A smudge of shade in opposition t a gray sky can cease
a collision. A countrywide ensign on a casket can collect a domestic’s grief right into a ritual that feels good. A command
pennant at the masthead can constant a group with the expertise that authority is provide and responsible. When you ask,
Why fly flags?, the trustworthy resolution is layered. They are practical tools, lawful markers, and non secular anchors.
The fabric learns the climate of your deliver, simply as your staff learns the behavior of the sea.

There also is a democratic explanation why. The flag belongs to the of us as a whole lot because it belongs to the
kingdom. A ship’s ensign in a overseas port tells the group on the jetty that Americans have arrived, with all that means.
It invitations curiosity and judgment. It is equally welcome and caution. Sailors feel that. Pride mixes with tension. You
do no longer enable the flag down by means of sloppy mooring lines or a half-masted salute. You sq. it away.

Reading a deliver from the pier

Spend a day on a Navy pier and it is easy to read a send’s tale from her strains. The commission pennant streaming tells
you she is lively. The Jack on the bow says she is in port. The national ensign on the stern, vibrant and unfrayed, tells you
the responsibility section cares. If you spot a foreign courtesy flag to starboard, you understand she has back lately from
that country or is website hosting guests. A commodore’s huge pennant, a triangular flag with a single star, signs that a
squadron commander is embarked. The absence of any command flag can imply the send’s captain is senior aboard
however now not a flag officer.

On uncommon days, the deliver may perhaps costume total, stringing sign flags from bow to masthead to stern in a
festive arc. That seriously is not random ornament. There is a normal sequence that repeats to ensure balance of shade
and straightforwardness of rigging. Dress ships happen at the Fourth of July, Navy Birthday, and the homeport’s civic
vacation trips. It is a present to the urban and a reminder that navies are greater than battle machines. They are portion of
civic lifestyles, floating ambassadors in their other people.



Flags in war and ceremony

Combat concentrates which means. In the Second World War, American ships ran up warfare ensigns bigger than
legislation so the flag might be noticeable thru smoke and spray. Some ships hoisted a couple of ensigns, longing for
holes and hearth. At Surigao Strait and rancid Okinawa, flags flew challenging whilst shells determined steel. Size
mattered much less than presence. Crews drew capability from the sight, and enemy observers mentioned the related: the
cussed flag at the gaff intended the ship become nevertheless in the struggle.

L.

Ceremony helps to keep that side prepared in peacetime. Morning and evening colours, a easy day to day act, train new
sailors the persistence and precision if you want to convey them because of more chaotic moments. Fold the flag
accurately, tuck the triangle tight, current it with constant palms. At retirements and funerals, the ritual deepens. Each
fold and handoff is planned. The words, on behalf of a thankful nation, not ever suppose ordinary you probably have
stood in that line. In those minutes, the flag seriously isn't abstraction. It is the shared symbol of service, honor, love of
usa, our brethren, and admire.

Teaching the following watch

If you would like to achieve young people, invite them to the bridge wing at colors, or guide them using a signal e-book.
Make it tactile. Let them think how a halyard takes a knot, how a hoist snaps open in wind. Connect the dots among
STEM and seamanship. A flag hoist is a binary device with redundancy, a visible protocol that predates Wi-Fi by
centuries yet solves the similar disorders of bandwidth, errors correction, and standardization.

Start with questions that have compatibility their curiosity. Why had been flags used at the start? Because workers had to
send designated messages at a distance with no voice or vitality, the related impulse in the back of texting, simply with
canvas and line. Show them why flags are coloration-coded the approach they are. Point to the letters that suggest exact
things. Mikes and Bravos and Oscars have personalities. Run a short drill. Raise Oscar and allow them to watch how
speedy the send’s guests responds. Give them a purpose to be aware that a single flag might possibly be the big
difference among shedding and saving a shipmate.

There also is a civic lesson. Does America have a conflict time flag? No. The flag does now not exchange to in shape the
temper of the moment. Our tasks lower than it do now not, either. What changes is how we supply it. During challenging
times, we may also fly the First Navy Jack to honor determine. Most days, we fly the Union Jack to anchor observe.
Teach that stability. It is the advantage that separates teach from substance.

The quiet regulations behind the color

It is easy to romanticize flags and disregard the rulebook. Navy recommendations and overseas conventions set the
requisites for demonstrate, length, and collection. The U.S. Flag Code governs respect for the national flag. The
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea dictate day shapes and lights. The Navy’s own
communications manuals specify which hoists suggest what, whilst to dip in salute, and who solutions whom.

This field topics when you consider that ports are crowded and seas are unforgiving. Raise the wrong form and you can
also reason a collision. Fly a courtesy flag the wrong way up and you'll insult your host. Forget to dip your ensign when a
overseas warship salutes and you will sign ignorance. Sailors research to envision and double check. In heavy weather, a
flag can foul the rig or tear unfastened and flog itself to threads. The petty officer of the watch is familiar with to set a
actual stopper, to hoist amazing, to restoration simply so the sign does now not fail.

There are trade-offs. A massive conflict ensign is visual yet heavy. In rain it holds water and so much the halyard. During
underway replenishment, too many flags can muddle the skyline and confuse. The bridge crew have to stability
readability and straightforwardness, posting purely what is helping the evolution. In emission keep watch over, even a
flag can exhibit cause your adversary should no longer know. Judgment publications apply, and the top-quality signalmen
have a experience for when to keep and while to turn.

A handful of flags really worth recognizing at a glance

e National Ensign: The Stars and Stripes. Flies at the gaff underway, on the stern in port. It is the deliver’s such a lot
valuable flag.



e Union Jack: Blue field with white stars. Flies at the bow in port and at anchor, no longer at sea. Returned to
consistent use fleetwide in 2019.

e Bravo: Red swallowtail. Signals fueling or explosives transfer. Keep clean.

e Oscar: Divided diagonally red and yellow. Man overboard. Every eye turns to the water.

e Commission Pennant: Long, skinny, with blue subject and stars at the hoist. Proclaims a deliver is a commissioned
warship.

Five flags should be learned in a minute and recognized for all time. They are gateway symbols. Once you already know
them, the relax of the code opens speedier.

When a deliver returns

I keep in mind status on a pier on a chilly morning, families two deep towards the road, adolescents retaining selfmade
signs and symptoms, the band installation underneath a tent with coffee cups steaming. Our ship eased in with a
homeward bound pennant so long it arced off the mast and trailed like a comet’s tail. The ensign on the gaff regarded a
color brighter than when we left, as a minimum to us. The forehead went across, the whistle blew, and the 1st sailor got
here ashore to meet his child daughter. None people looked at the pennant then. We checked out the other folks. Yet later,
after the noise faded, I seen the pennant still, limp in the pale wind, and the Jack at the bow expecting night colors. The
flags had Conservative Flags for Sale achieved their paintings. They named us, carried us, and welcomed us abode.

This is why these symbols undergo. They are humble, they can also be broken, and that they call for care. In return, they
provide to come back coherence to our days at sea and which means to our provider. If you might be mentoring a young
sailor or communicating to a school room, use the flags to start greater conversations. What does it suggest to serve
underneath a image that doesn't replace with the climate? How do we honor it with our moves, not simply our salutes?
How can we make bigger that recognize to our brethren in different uniforms and to the voters we constitute?

The enduring dialog between deliver and shore

A Navy deliver on no account stops conversing. Radars sweep, radios hum, machines whir. Over it all, the handiest voice
is regularly the such a lot depended on. A square of coloration at the yardarm, a pennant at the masthead, a rectangle on
the gaff. The messages are undeniable. We are right here. We are this. We intend to do that. When words don't seem to be
sufficient, or whilst silence is wiser, a flag can say precisely what necessities saying.

No, America does no longer have a separate struggle time flag. It has one countrywide flag and a deep inventory of
provider flags and indicators. The Navy flies many of them, each and every with purpose and historical past layered into
their material. If you wish to appreciate the fleet, learn that language. Read the send the subsequent time you bypass one.
And if you are shaping the following generation, convey them tips on how to hoist, how you can dip, the best way to
watch, and how you can carry themselves like the flags they steward: noticeable, continuous, and precious of agree with.
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