
I’ve spent the better part of 12 years crawling around decks in Palm Harbor, Wesley Chapel, and Land O' Lakes, and if I had a
nickel for every time a homeowner told me, "It’s just evaporation, I’m sure of it," I’d have retired to a private island by now.
Listen, the Florida sun is brutal, but it doesn't drink two inches of water out of your pool overnight.

If your pool pump is running dry, you are in a high-stakes situation. Running a pump without water doesn’t just burn out the
motor; it melts the internal components, fries the shaft seal, and can eventually lead to a plumbing catastrophe that costs
significantly more than a professional inspection. So, let’s get down to brass tacks: do you keep filling it, or is it time to stop?

Stop the Guesswork: The Reality of Florida Water Loss

Before you drag the hose out for the third time this week, I want you to answer me this: How much water have you added in
the last 24 hours? If you don’t have a precise number, you’re flying blind. In our part of Florida, between the sandy soil and the
high water table, a leak can be "hiding" in plain sight. If your pool has a leak, that water isn't just vanishing into the ether—it's likely
saturating the ground under your deck, which, in our sandy Florida soil, can lead to sinkholes or structural shifting if left
unchecked.

The Bucket Test: The Only Truth Teller

Forget the "pool store myths" about humidity and wind speed. If you want to know if you have a leak, you conduct Click here for
info a 24-hour bucket test. Here is the professional checklist to settle the debate:

1. Bring the pool water to its normal operating level.
2. Fill a five-gallon bucket with pool water about 5 inches from the top.
3. Place the bucket on the first or second step of the pool (so it’s submerged).
4. Mark the water level on both the inside and outside of the bucket with a permanent marker or piece of tape.
5. Wait 24 hours.
6. Compare the drop in the pool level versus the drop in the bucket level. If the pool has dropped significantly more than the

bucket, you have a leak, not evaporation.

Protecting Your Pool Pump: A Critical Warning

When you ask, "Should I keep filling my leaking pool?" the answer is: Only enough to keep the water above the skimmer
line. If the water drops below the skimmer, your pump begins pulling air. This creates a "dry run" scenario. The water in the pump
housing acts as a coolant for the mechanical seal; without it, the seal overheats, cracks, and the pump begins to leak externally,
compounding your problem.

If you cannot keep the water level above the skimmer, turn the system off immediately. A burnt-out pump is an expensive repair
that can be avoided with a bit of vigilance while you wait for a leak detection specialist.

How We Find the Invisible

At companies like Level Up Leak Detection, we don’t believe in digging up your backyard on a hunch. Unnecessary digging is
the hallmark of an amateur. We rely on a non-invasive, scientific approach to pinpoint the failure point.

The Tools of the Trade

Dye Testing: We use specialized underwater dye to check suction lines, main drains, and skimmer throats. It’s the
simplest way to see if the pool is "sucking" the dye into a crack or fitting.
LeakTronics Acoustic Detection: This is where the magic happens. We use high-fidelity underwater listening equipment
to hear the sound of water escaping through a pipe. It’s incredibly accurate; we can tell the difference between the hum of a
pump and the "hiss" of a plumbing breach under a concrete deck.
Pressure Testing: We isolate specific lines—skimmer, return, or main drain—to pressurize them with air or water. If the
pressure gauge drops, we know exactly which line is compromised without moving a single shovel of dirt.

https://www.levelupleakdetection.com/greater-tampa/pool-leak-detection
https://www.levelupleakdetection.com/greater-tampa/pool-leak-detection


Common Leak Locations in Florida Pools

Because of our specific geological makeup, we see certain leak patterns repeatedly in the Tampa Bay area:

Location Why it Leaks Skimmer Throat Expansion and contraction of the deck cracks the seal between the skimmer and the
concrete. Light Niches The conduit behind the light is a common failure point for water loss. Return Fittings Vibration from the
pump can loosen PVC fittings buried behind the wall. Main Drain Hydrostatic pressure from our high water table can cause shifts
under the pool floor.

Why You Should Avoid "Scare Tactic" Contractors

I’ve seen it a dozen times: a guy shows up, tells you the whole plumbing system is shot, and tries to upsell you on a $10,000 re-
plumb before even doing a pressure test. That’s not service; that’s predatory. If a company isn't using LeakTronics technology or
a systematic, step-by-step approach to isolate the leak, keep your wallet in your pocket.

You need a professional who provides a detailed report of what they found, where they found it, and exactly how they intend to
fix it. If you suspect you have a leak, the best first step is to call for a free estimate. A reputable specialist will never pressure you
into digging until the evidence is concrete.

Final Checklist: Before You Call



To help us help you faster, try to have this information ready when we arrive:

Exactly how much water did you add in the last 24 hours? (Track it with a water meter or by timing your hose).
Does the water level drop faster when the pump is running or when it is off?
Are there any soggy patches of grass around the pool equipment or the perimeter of the deck?
Have you noticed any cracks in the pool finish or around the coping?

Stop stressing over your water bill and stop risking your pump motor. A leak isn't a death sentence for your pool—it’s just a
puzzle that needs to be solved. If you’re in the Palm Harbor, Wesley Chapel, or surrounding areas, keep that bucket test going,
track your numbers, and give us a shout. We’ll find the leak, fix the problem, and let you get back to actually enjoying that pool.


