
A good patio adds square footage you can actually use. When it looks sharp and holds up through freeze-thaw cycles
without swallowing the budget, homeowners pay attention. Stamped concrete hits that balance, which is why more yards
across London, Ontario are trading mismatched stepping stones and splintery decks for a single, seamless surface with
the look of stone, brick, or slate.

Stamped home driveway london on concrete is not new, but the techniques and materials have matured. Colour systems
bond better, patterns look crisper, and sealers protect longer than what you saw in the early 2000s. The result is a patio
that reads high end, priced closer to standard broom-finished concrete. Built well, it sets a tidy frame for summer dinners,
fall fire pits, and quiet mornings when the dew is still on the grass.

What stamped concrete offers that plain concrete does not

Regular concrete is a great structural base, yet it rarely gets compliments. Stamped concrete keeps the strength of a
monolithic pour and dresses it up with texture and colour that can mimic limestone, cut flagstone, cobble, or even wide-
format plank. The concrete is poured at a 4 to 5 inch thickness for typical residential patios, coloured integrally or by
hardener at the surface, then imprinted with stamping mats while the mix is still plastic. After washing and joint cutting, a
sealer brings out the depth of tone.

Two practical advantages often tip the scales for patios in London, Ontario. First, there are no joints between individual
pavers that can heave or settle differentially. Everything moves together, which is useful when frost pushes a patio
around in January. Second, weeds do not find the open joints they love. You get a tidy look with less seasonal
maintenance.

Beauty on a budget, with real numbers

Homeowners want to see cost ranges, not vague promises. Prices vary with access, thickness, reinforcement, pattern
complexity, and borders, but typical patio installations around the city land here:

Stamped concrete patio with single colour and standard pattern, installed: 18 to 28 dollars per square foot.
Stamped concrete with contrasting border, two colours, and decorative saw cuts: 24 to 35 dollars per square foot.
Interlocking pavers with polymeric sand, compacted base, edge restraint: 26 to 40 dollars per square foot.
Natural stone on concrete base: 40 to 70 dollars per square foot.
Pressure-treated deck, low to grade: 25 to 40 dollars per square foot, plus ongoing staining and eventual
replacement.

That puts stamped concrete comfortably in the value slot. Over a 300 square foot patio, the difference between basic
stamped and mid-tier interlock often runs 2,000 to 3,000 dollars. On larger footprints, the gap grows. When budgets are
tight but looks matter, that spread funds a pergola, low-voltage lighting, or a gas line to the barbecue.

Designs that fit London homes without shouting
Neighbourhoods in London mix red brick two-stories, mid-century bungalows, and newer infill with clean lines. A patio
that works across those styles avoids gimmicks and respects the house.

Ashlar slate patterns, sized in the 12 to 24 inch range, pair nicely with brick facades. For ranch homes with long, low
rooflines, a larger flagstone slate opens up the space without busy joints. On modern builds, a light texture with minimal
grout lines reads crisp, and a saw-cut grid can emulate oversized pavers. Borders do a lot of visual heavy lifting. A 6 to 8
inch contrasting band defines the edge, keeps furniture corralled, and transitions neatly to backyard pathways London
Ontario homeowners add later to reach sheds and side gates.

Colour is about restraint. In our climate, a medium to dark neutral hides dirt and salt residue between washes. Charcoal
borders around a warm grey field look tailored and fade less obviously than browns. If you want the warmth of wood
without maintenance, plank stamps exist, but they need careful colouring to avoid a faux look. Your best bet is to bring
photos of your home and let local concrete experts match tones to roofing and brick, not just to a showroom sample.

How stamped concrete stands up to London winters

Frost is the real test. The London area sees multiple freeze-thaw cycles, sometimes in a single week. Concrete survives
by managing water and movement. The mix should include air entrainment at about 5 to 7 percent, which gives freezing
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water tiny pressure relief chambers. The base needs proper drainage, with a minimum 4 to 6 inches of compacted crushed
stone under patios and more in soft soils or where downspouts discharge nearby. A consistent 1 to 2 percent slope sheds
water away from the house, not across high-traffic areas where ice could form.

Control joints are not just for looks. On a 300 square foot patio, spaced saw cuts at 8 to 12 feet intervals manage cracking
by telling the slab where to release stress. We like to align joints with stamp lines so they disappear visually.
Reinforcement matters too. Welded wire mesh helps, yet many crews now prefer 3/8 inch rebar on a grid tied and chaired
up in the slab to reduce random cracks and differential movement. Done right, you may still see a hairline crack or two
over time, but they tend to stay tight and unnoticeable, especially with a pattern and sealer.

A walk through the build, from layout to seal

Projects get into trouble when steps are rushed. A well-run stamped job looks like this on site, spread over several visits
depending on weather:

Forming and base prep. Sod is stripped and the subgrade is proof rolled. Soft spots get undercut and rebuilt with
compacted stone. We shoot grades to hit that 1 to 2 percent fall, then form with staked lumber or flexible edging for
curves. Sleeves are buried for future lighting wires or gas lines, which saves later headaches.

Reinforcement and pour. Chairs or dobies hold rebar up in the slab, not sinking to the subgrade. Concrete arrives at the
specified slump, not watered down to make it easy to place. If the plan calls for integral colour, it is mixed at the plant. If
we use a dry shake hardener to punch up the surface, we broadcast it after screeding and bull floating, then work it in
once bleed water dissipates.

Stamping and finishing. Release powder or a liquid release keeps mats from sticking and adds a secondary tone in the
joints and lows. Timing matters. Start too soon and the pattern blurs, start too late and the crew fights for imprint depth.
Perimeter details and steps get hand tooling. After curing 24 to 48 hours, the surface is washed of excess release and
allowed to dry for sealer.

Saw cuts and sealing. Control joints are cut the day after the pour if conditions allow, sometimes later if overnight lows
were cold. Sealer goes on at the right film thickness, not flooded into a glassy coat that will turn slippery and blush. On
most patios we apply two light coats of a breathable, non-yellowing acrylic with a slip additive mixed in.

Weather dictates pace. London’s spring and fall can swing from heat to cold in days. We keep an eye on overnight lows
and avoid sealing if temperatures will drop below 10 C, or if rain is in the forecast inside twelve hours. Patience beats
rework every time.

Maintenance without a chore list

Stamped concrete does not ask for much, but it appreciates a little attention. Sweep grit that acts like sandpaper under
chair legs. In spring, a light wash with a mild detergent brings back colour. Resealing every two to three years keeps the
surface protected and deepens the tone. The interval depends on sun exposure and traffic. South facing patios and pool
decks may want a touch-up sooner. North side patios under a canopy hold a sealer much longer.

Salt is the enemy of surface durability. Avoid de-icing products the first winter while the concrete continues to hydrate. If
ice control is needed, use sand or fine grit, not calcium chloride. Shovel with a plastic blade and skip the metal edge that
can score the sealer. If a white haze appears under the sealer in spring, it could be moisture trapped from a too-heavy coat
or an early-season application. A competent crew can fix blushing with a solvent wash or a recoat using a more
breathable product.

Where stamped concrete shines, and where it does not
A patio that hosts chairs, a grill, and a few kids on scooters is a perfect use. Backyard pathways London Ontario
homeowners add to connect the patio to a side door or firewood rack are also a good fit. Steps, landings, and retaining
wall caps stamped to match tie the space together. Around a pool, traction needs more than looks. You can stamp a light
texture and mix in plenty of slip additive in the sealer, but some patterns emulate smoother stone that can turn slick when
wet. In those cases, a broomed band at the waterline or a different finish entirely might be the smarter choice.

Heavy loads are another limiter. If you plan to park a truck or place a hot tub on a stamped slab, the design changes.
Thicker concrete, more steel, and isolated footings may be required. Steep slopes complicate mat work, and tight inside



corners can show stamp overlap if the crew rushes. Trees nearby raise root heave concerns over a five to ten year
horizon. Sometimes a floating deck or permeable pavers around root zones protect both the tree and the patio.

The value of local knowledge

Concrete is local. Mix designs vary by supplier, and what worked for your cousin in Windsor may not suit a north
London backyard with clay subgrade and a downspout that dumps half the roof. This is where residential concrete
contractors who regularly pour patios London Ontario wide earn their keep. They know which quarries supply consistent
stone, which release colours look natural in our light, and how the slab will behave after that first January thaw.

Crew skills show up in the details you live with for years. Clean stamp transitions, smart joint layouts, a pitch you do not
notice until you realize water never pools where you sit. Local concrete experts also navigate City of London
requirements. You may not need a building permit for a ground-level patio, yet utility locates are mandatory before
digging, and setback rules affect how close you can pour to a property line. A contractor who handles those calls and
markings protects your schedule and your gas line.

Choosing the right contractor without rolling the dice

Most homeowners talk to two or three outfits before signing. Price matters, but one line item that looks higher can save
money later. Ask how thick they pour and what reinforcement they use. Ask where the control joints will land. If a
company says joints are not necessary because stamping prevents cracks, keep looking. If they promise a mirror finish
sealer, also keep looking. A too-glossy film is a slip risk and blushing risk in our climate.

Use this short checklist when interviewing residential concrete contractors:

Can you show stamped patios completed at least two winters ago, and give an address I can drive by?
What mix, air entrainment, and slump do you order for exterior stamps, and how do you prevent on-site water
addition?
How thick is the slab, what base depth do you compact, and what reinforcement do you install?
Which sealer do you use, how do you control slip, and what is the reseal plan?
How do you handle utility locates, drainage, and downspout routing around the patio?

References help, but your own eyes help more. Visit a job in person. Look for clean edges, consistent texture, no
birdbaths. Tap the owner for a two-minute review of how the patio handled winter. You will learn more from one real
yard than from a dozen filtered photos.

Timeline and what to expect during the build
The main season for patios in London runs from April through October, with weather dictating early spring and late fall
work. A typical 300 to 500 square foot project follows this rhythm. After an initial site visit and design selection, allow
one to three weeks for a spot in the schedule. Once on site, base prep and forming take a day. Pour and stamp happen the
next day if weather residential driveway london ontario cooperates. Saw cuts and washdown follow after curing
overnight. Sealer needs dry conditions and mild temperatures. If rain interrupts, the crew may pause sealing for several
days. From first shovel to final seal, expect one to two weeks elapsed, with only two or three active work days.

Concrete continues to gain strength well past the day you walk on it. You can usually walk lightly after 24 to 48 hours
and place furniture after three to five days. Hold off on heavy planters or grills for a week, and skip driving on it entirely
unless it was engineered as a driveway.
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Colour systems explained in plain terms
Two main routes colour stamped concrete. Integral colour mixes pigment into the entire batch, so the slab is tinted
through and through. It produces a softer, natural base and makes future chips less obvious. Dry shake colour hardener is
broadcast onto the fresh surface and troweled in. It creates a denser wear layer with higher colour saturation, useful for
busy patios or pool decks. Many projects use both, integral colour as the base and a contrasting release agent that settles
into the low points and grout lines. The trick is balance, not turning the patio into a two-tone cartoon. Good crews keep
the secondary colour subtle, like shading in stone veining, not splashes that call attention to themselves.

Edges, joints, and borders that make it look custom

Custom concrete work shows up where your eye lands first, usually edges and transitions. Rounded safety edges soften
the look and protect against chipping. Where the patio meets sod, a crisp drop to a mulch band or a soldier course of
pavers provides a neat frame that slows grass creep. Steps with a bullnose front and a smoother texture than the main
field read as intentional and kinder on knees. For expansion against the house, a clean backer rod and a quality sealant
protect the foundation and prevent water from sneaking behind the slab.

Borders are more than decorative. A different pattern or colour band at the perimeter hides saw cuts, manages movement,
and visually corrals furniture. On a 14 by 20 foot patio, a 7 inch border reduces the expanse and makes the field pattern
look proportionate. It is a small material cost that delivers a big design payoff.

Pairing the patio with pathways and small features



Patios rarely live alone. Once you pour, you notice the breadcrumb trail of dirt from the side gate or the awkward step to
the shed. Linking spaces with backyard pathways London Ontario homeowners find useful keeps feet clean and grass
happier. A narrow 36 inch path in a lighter stamp or even a broom finish can be enough. Keep the path pitch consistent
and think about winter shoveling. Gentle curves look good but complicate blowing snow by hand. Maintenance lives in
little choices like that.

Small features, like a stamped pad under the barbecue, a pedestal for a rain barrel, or concrete footings for a pergola, are
cheap to add during the original project. Future you will appreciate those hardpoints when the grill moves or the pergola
arrives. If a gas line is in the plan, sleeve under the slab now. Retrofits cost more and add risk.

Common pitfalls and how to avoid them

Two problems create most of the complaints we are called to fix on someone else’s work. First, scaling or flaking at the
surface after the first winter. That usually traces back to one of three things, a weak surface from too much finishing
water, poor air entrainment, or early exposure to de-icing salts. The fix is not pretty. Sometimes a light grind and a high
solids sealer can stabilize it. Badly scaled surfaces need overlays or replacement. The prevention is cheaper, control the
mix, finish properly, and educate the homeowner on first winter care.

Second, slippery surfaces. A wet sealer gloss looks pretty until a guest slides in sandals. Solving it requires two steps.
Choose a lighter stamp texture that is not mirror smooth. Then add a proper slip agent into the sealer, and apply thin
coats. If you already have a slippery patio, a matte reseal with added grit often tames it.

Other smaller issues, like sealer whitening, ant trails along slab edges, or weeds where patio meets lawn, are manageable.
Good drainage and a clean edge detail go a long way.

Where stamped concrete fits into the wider market

If you are comparing options, it helps to map materials to lifestyle. Interlock rewards tinkerers who do not mind pulling a
few pavers to fix a settled spot. Natural stone gives a one-of-a-kind look but wants a bigger budget and, in some cases, a
rigid concrete base anyway. Wood brings warmth and height flexibility on sloped yards, with recurring stain and
replacement cycles. Stamped is the steady middle path. You get custom concrete work that reads like stone, sized to your
yard, ready to host ten people Saturday and shed a thunderstorm Sunday.

The maintenance calendar that keeps it looking new
Keeping a stamped patio sharp does not take much. A simple routine helps:

Early spring, rinse with a garden hose and soft brush. Spot clean with mild detergent, not a heavy pressure washer.
Mid season, check for sealer wear in high traffic zones and under table legs. Add felt pads to chairs.
Late fall, remove leaves before they stain, and avoid de-icers once temperatures drop. Keep a bucket of sand on
hand.
Every two to three years, reseal in dry, mild weather. Use a slip additive and keep coats thin.



After severe storms, clear downspouts and check that water still runs off the slab, not under it.

If anything looks off, photos sent to your installer answer most questions. Small problems caught early stay small.

A few project snapshots from around the city

A brick two-story in Old North wanted a patio that fit a tidy garden and vintage charm. The footprint was 16 by 18 feet,
with a gentle curve off the back door. We used an ashlar slate stamp, medium grey integral colour, and a charcoal border.
Two saw cuts lined with stamp joints kept it clean. Cost landed near 7,500 dollars. Two winters later, the sealer schedule
has been every third year, and the owner texted a photo of the first snowmelt line running perfectly to the grass.

In Byron, a bungalow with a walkout asked for a kid-proof surface and a straight shot to a shed. Space allowed a 12 by
24 foot rectangle and a 42 inch broom finish pathway to the side gate. The yard had clay pockets, so we undercut an extra
4 inches and added a thicker base. The path gets the shoveling traffic, so we skipped stamping there, which saved dollars
and improved winter grip. The patio itself, stamped with a larger slate stone, came in at 8 inches of step down from the
threshold for code and comfort.

A newer build in the northwest wanted a modern look. Wide plank stamps were tempting, but the risk of a faux wood
appearance under harsh sun steered us to a light texture and saw cut grid. The format looked like 30 by 30 inch pavers
without the joints. Minimal colour shift, just a cool grey with a matte sealer and grit. It matched the black window frames
and light brick without fighting them.

What makes a project run smoothly from start to finish

Communication beats any tool in the trailer. Homeowners who invest a little time up front get better patios. Share how
you use the yard on weekdays and weekends. Tell your contractor if a future shed, hot tub, or garden bed is possible. Ask
them to flag hose bibs, vents, and buried services early. Agree on slope direction and border width with a string line
mockup before concrete arrives. Decisions made with everyone standing in the yard are the ones that stick.

Crews that leave a tidy site at the end of each day, protect adjacent grass with plywood, and wash tools away from catch
basins show respect for more than the slab. Those habits usually track with better technical work. It is not foolproof, but
it is a pattern we notice across jobs and years.

The bottom line for homeowners in London
Stamped concrete offers a lot of look for the money. It scales to small courtyards and larger family patios, adapts to
classic and modern homes, and holds up if built for our freeze-thaw reality. When you work with residential concrete
contractors who understand local soils, weather, and municipal requirements, you get a patio that behaves as nicely in
February as it does in July. Whether you are replacing a tired deck, adding a clean path to a side door, or tackling a full
backyard plan, stamped concrete belongs on the shortlist. Talk with local concrete experts, walk a few of their past
projects, and run your hands over the surface. You will feel the difference attention makes, and you will see why this
approach delivers beauty on a budget.
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Ferrari Concrete is a family-owned concrete contractor serving London, Ontario with residential, commercial, and
industrial concrete work.

Ferrari Concrete provides plain, coloured, stamped, and exposed aggregate concrete for driveways, patios, porches, pool
decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors.

Ferrari Concrete operates from 5606 Westdel Bourne, London, ON N6P 1P3, Canada (Plus Code: VM9J+GF) and can be
reached at 519-652-0483 for project consultations.

Ferrari Concrete serves the London area and nearby communities such as Lambeth, St. Thomas, and Strathroy for
concrete installations and upgrades.

Ferrari Concrete offers commercial concrete services for parking lots, curbs, sidewalks, driveways, and other site
concrete needs for facilities and workplaces.

Ferrari Concrete includes decorative concrete options that can help homeowners match finishes and patterns to the look
of their property.

Ferrari Concrete provides HydroVac services (Ferrari HydroVac) for projects where hydrovac excavation support may be
a fit.

Ferrari Concrete can be found on Google Maps here: https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Ferrari%20Concrete%2C%205606%20Westdel%20Bourne%2C%20London%2C%20ON%20N6P%201P3
.

Popular Questions About Ferrari Concrete

What services does Ferrari Concrete offer in London, Ontario?

Ferrari Concrete provides a range of concrete services, including residential and commercial concrete work such as
driveways, patios, porches, pool decks, sidewalks, curbing, and garage floors, with finish options like plain, coloured,
stamped, and exposed aggregate.

Does Ferrari Concrete install stamped or coloured concrete?

Yes—Ferrari Concrete offers decorative finishes such as stamped and coloured concrete. Availability can depend on
scheduling, season, and the specific pattern/colour selection, so it’s best to confirm details during an estimate.

Do you handle both residential and commercial concrete projects?
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Ferrari Concrete works on residential projects (like driveways and patios) as well as commercial/industrial concrete
needs (such as curbs, sidewalks, and parking-area concrete). Project scope and site requirements typically determine the
best approach.

What areas does Ferrari Concrete serve around London?

Ferrari Concrete serves London, ON and surrounding communities. If your project is outside the city core, it’s a good
idea to confirm travel/service availability when requesting a quote.

How does pricing usually work for a concrete project?

Concrete project costs typically depend on size, site access, base preparation, thickness/reinforcement needs, drainage
considerations, and finish choices (for example stamped vs. plain). An on-site assessment is usually the fastest way to get
an accurate estimate.

What are Ferrari Concrete’s business hours?

Hours listed are Monday through Saturday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sunday hours are not listed, so it’s best to call
ahead if you need a weekend appointment outside those times.

How do I contact Ferrari Concrete for an estimate?

Call (519) 652-0483 or email info@ferrariconcrete.com to request an estimate. You can also connect on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube. Website: https://www.ferrariconcrete.com/

Landmarks Near London, ON

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services. If you’re
looking for concrete contracting in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Budweiser Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers residential and commercial concrete work. If
you’re looking for concrete contractor help in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Victoria Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides decorative concrete options like stamped
and coloured finishes. If you’re looking for decorative concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Covent
Garden Market.
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Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete services for driveways, patios, and
walkways. If you’re looking for concrete installation in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Western University.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for homes and
businesses. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Fanshawe College.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work for curbs, sidewalks, and other
flatwork needs. If you’re looking for concrete flatwork in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Masonville Place.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete services for outdoor spaces like
patios and pool decks. If you’re looking for patio or pool-deck concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near
Springbank Park.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete contracting for residential upgrades
and new installs. If you’re looking for residential concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Storybook
Gardens.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for commercial
and industrial sites. If you’re looking for commercial concrete in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near White Oaks
Mall.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and offers concrete work that supports long-term
durability. If you’re looking for a concrete contractor in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near Museum London.

Ferrari Concrete is proud to serve the London, ON community and provides concrete contractor services for properties
across the city. If you’re looking for concrete services in London, ON, visit Ferrari Concrete near The Grand Theatre.
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