
Well designed garage storage changes how a rental performs. I have watched a simple cabinet plan add 50 to
100 dollars a month in rent, cut turnover cleaning time in half, and drop the number of service calls about “where
do I put the bikes” to almost zero. For accessory dwelling units, where every square foot has a job, cabinets shift
the garage from an afterthought into a tidy utility zone that protects water heaters, panels, and tools. None of
this happens by accident. It takes clear goals, the right materials, and a careful installation that respects the
structure and your tenants’ realities.

What landlords and ADU owners actually need from garage storage
Tenants use garages differently. A traveling nurse wants a place to stash bins without tripping on them at 5 a.m. A
family of four needs room for soccer gear, a stroller, and a Costco run. In an ADU, the garage might be a
workshop for a side business one year and a bike room the next. The right cabinet layout absorbs those changes
without getting trashed in the process.

Three outcomes matter most for rentals and ADUs: durable storage that survives rough use, flexible layouts that
adapt to different tenants, and low maintenance that property managers can service with a single phone call.
Custom garage cabinets, done properly, solve for all three. Off the shelf shelves might look cheaper on day one,
but repair bills and frustration tend to chase them.

Over the last decade I have tested melamine systems that swelled in summer humidity, powder coated steel that
shrugged off oil spills, and plywood boxes that did fine until the wrong anchor tore out of a crumbly block wall.
The winners share predictable traits: they anchor into structure, they use finishes that ignore moisture, and they
include locking where it matters.

Materials that stand up to tenants, weather, and time
Cabinet boxes live hard lives in garages. Heat, car exhaust, lawn equipment, and sometimes a dog crate right
beneath the base. The material choice determines whether you are repainting in two years or letting the system
age gracefully for a decade.

Melamine over particleboard is common because it is inexpensive and clean looking. In a dry climate and a single
family home, it can last. In humid markets, especially where garages are not conditioned, edges swell when



moisture sneaks into an unsealed cut. I have seen doors drag by year two from this slow creep. Moisture resistant
particleboard helps, but it is still a budget play. If you go this route, insist that a garage cabinet company seals all
field cuts and shelf edges.

Plywood, specifically a cabinet grade with multiple plies and a decent face veneer, handles screws better and
resists blowouts at corners. It tolerates modest humidity swings, then rewards you by holding heavy bins without
sagging. A clear coat or laminate finish makes cleaning easier. The tradeoff is cost. Expect to pay more per linear
foot than basic melamine.

Powder coated steel cabinets deliver the best abuse tolerance. Oil, brake fluid, and wet snow off a bumper do not
phase a quality coating. Doors stay square, and integrated locks are stout. Most steel systems are modular, which
is perfect for ADUs where you might reconfigure later. The downside is noise if drawers lack dampers, and you
need a clean wall layout to hang them properly. Price varies widely, but long term ownership often pencils out if
you amortize replacement risk.

HDPE or composite plastic cabinets are an option where water is a constant threat, like beach markets or garages
with floor drains and frequent wash downs. They wipe clean and will not rot. They can look utilitarian, which
might not match a premium rental. I specify them in workhorse situations, not for a showpiece ADU.

Aluminum shows up occasionally in higher end systems, lightweight and corrosion resistant. Good for coastal
homes and where moving the system later is likely. Again, cost steers the decision.

For shelves and worktops, pick a top that matches usage. Laminated plywood with a urethane edge handles
boxes and coolers. Butcher block warms up an ADU workshop and can be recoated between tenants. Stainless
tops laugh at solvents and hot pots, handy next to a utility sink.

Mounting that survives real loads
A cabinet is only as strong as its anchors. Shortcuts here create the kind of phone calls nobody wants.

Wall hung systems keep the floor open for easy mopping and pest control. They rely on a continuous cleat or
individual brackets anchored into studs, never just drywall. In Atlanta and other humid markets, wall hung
cabinets help air circulate along the base, reducing musty corners. The installers need a stud finder, patience, and
the authorization to open up the wall if they hit a mystery condition.

Floor standing cabinets look built in and carry serious weight. They should still get a back rail into studs to stop
racking. Leveling feet matter on garage slabs that pitch toward a drain. I like setting them on rubber pads so
water from a car wash does not wick up the legs. On post tension slabs, avoid drilling anchors unless you know
tendon locations.

Masonry walls require special attention. In older block garages, hollow cells can crumble under wedge anchors.
Sleeves or chemical anchors in filled cells work better. If the wall is parged or painted, lightly grind to clean
concrete before anchoring.

Ceiling hung racks augment cabinets in rental garages with tall ceilings. Keep them away from the garage door
track and opener. Weight limits are real, especially on trusses not designed for storage. When in doubt, stick with
wall and floor based solutions for predictability.

Layout decisions that prevent clutter creep
A garage cabinet builders’ sketch that looks pretty on paper can still fail if it ignores how tenants actually stash
things. I walk the space with a tape measure and my calendar. Try to imagine move in day when a tenant unloads



bins and tools.

Tall cabinets, 84 to 90 inches high, swallow brooms, golf bags, folded camp chairs, and holiday bins on top
shelves. Place at least one pair near the door to the house. Tenants grab everyday items there without tracking
dirt across the garage.

Base cabinets with deep drawers near the workbench encourage labeled tool storage. Shallow drawers become
junk catchers. If the tenant profile is mixed, prefer two deep drawers over a stack of three shallows.

Open cubbies by the door to the yard hold shoes and pet leashes. Doors help keep visual clutter down, but in
family rentals, open cubbies get used more.

A dedicated trash and recycling bay keeps cans from banging into car doors. Measure the specific bins you
expect tenants to use. An inch of clearance makes the difference between smooth use and dented fronts.

In ADUs, utilities often share the garage. Plan clearances around water heaters, panels, and shutoffs. Maintain the
working space required by code around electrical panels. I have watched a well meaning installer cover half a
panel because the drawing missed the exact location. That mistake triggers rework and, sometimes, a failed
inspection.

Bikes and strollers deserve a deliberate nook. Vertical bike hooks on a backer board beside a tall cabinet create a
clean lane for cars. Horizontal racks in narrow one car bays make it hard to park a sedan. The cabinet plan should
make the right choice obvious.

Security and liability in shared or multi tenant garages
Lockable cabinets are rarely optional in rentals. Tenants want a place to stash tools and personal documents
during a maintenance visit. Landlords want flammables and sharp tools behind a door. For attached garages
under a living space, a typical rule is to store paints and fuels low and away from ignition sources. Add a
perforated panel or grill to one cabinet door for passive ventilation where solvents might sit.

Shared garages, common in small multifamily buildings and some ADUs, demand zoning. Build a cabinet bank
per unit with keyed alike locks, label doors clearly, and use contrasting colors or clear signage to reduce disputes.
Expect heavy wear near entry points, so upgrade hinges and latches on those cabinets. A simple policy,
communicated in the lease, prevents most storage fights.

For liability, mind the fire separation between the garage and dwelling. Many jurisdictions require a rated wall
and a self closing door. Cabinets mounted on the shared wall should not penetrate the gypsum layer beyond
shallow fasteners into studs. Preplan fastener depth and avoid cutting openings in the rated surface. A good
garage cabinet company will coordinate with your property manager or GC on this point.

Climate considerations: a note for Atlanta owners
Garage cabinets in Atlanta live through muggy summers and Garage cabinets in Atlanta a cedar pollen season
that coats everything. Humidity control helps, but most rentals will not run a dehumidifier in the garage. That
means materials and hardware must resist swelling and corrosion. Powder coated steel or well sealed plywood
outlast unsealed melamine by years here.

Slab floors in the region often show hairline moisture migration. I have seen base cabinets wick that moisture and
bubble a finish along the toe kick. Set your base units on composite or stainless feet, and use a non absorbent
toe. If you prefer a built in look, specify a PVC or aluminum toe that can take a splash.

https://www.pinterest.com/garaginization/


Pests are a reality. Cockroaches love warm, tight gaps. A full back on cabinets, sealed at edges with a silicone
bead, blocks common entry. Soft close hinges and damped drawers matter more than you think. Tenants slam
less when the hardware absorbs the hit. After two years, that shows up in door alignment.

Budgeting, ROI, and the hidden math
A basic cabinet run in a one car garage, say 10 to 14 linear feet with a mix of tall, base, and wall units, typically
lands between 1,800 and 4,500 dollars in most U.S. Markets. Powder coated steel or premium plywood can push
5,000 to 8,000 dollars, especially with a durable worktop and a sink base. Labor for a professional garage cabinet
installation often represents 20 to 35 percent of the total.

What does that buy you financially? In single family rentals at mid market price points, I have seen monthly rent
premiums in the 25 to 75 dollar range tied largely to clean storage and a finished garage feel. Vacancy reductions
and faster lease ups matter too, though they are harder to quantify. Over a five year hold, those numbers justify a
quality system without heroics.

For ADUs, the payoff shows up in guest reviews and long term tenant satisfaction. A tidy garage that doubles as a
hobby zone supports higher nightly rates for short term rentals and better tenant retention on year long leases. A
cabinet plan that protects the water heater and panel from accidental bumps also prevents repair calls. Avoiding
one after hours leak or electrical issue pays for better anchors and corner guards instantly.

Do not forget insurance deductibles. A cabinet line that corals hazardous materials and tools reduces incidents.
The best ROI is the problem you never had.

Working with a specialist vs DIY
Plenty of owners can hang a cabinet. The question is whether it makes sense for a portfolio or a busy household.
A seasoned garage cabinet company brings a tape measure, moisture meter, stud finder, and a truck stocked
with fasteners for every wall type. They draw elevations that capture clearances and panel locations. They adjust
on site when a pipe stub appears behind a stud. That agility is tough to beat.

In Atlanta, you will find several garage cabinet builders who focus on residential projects. When I evaluate them, I
look beyond pretty photos. Ask how they handle anchoring to block, whether they seal field cuts on melamine,
and how they protect the fire separation. If a vendor glosses over those details, keep shopping. The best partners
show you sample hardware, let you handle a hinge, and talk plainly about lead times and warranty support.

DIY makes sense for a small ADU where you want a single steel cabinet run and overhead racks. Keep it simple,
follow the manufacturer’s anchoring guidance, and do not punch holes in a rated wall without understanding the
implications. For rental portfolios, the math of time usually leans toward hiring out.

A quick specification checklist for rentals and ADUs
Full backs on cabinets, sealed edges, and soft close hardware rated for garage temperature swings

Anchors into studs or masonry with documented load ratings, plus leveling feet or shims on sloped slabs

At least one lockable tall cabinet per bay, with keyed alike locks and spare keys for management

Worktop material matched to use, stainless or sealed laminate near sinks, butcher block only where tenants
can maintain it

Clear 36 inches of working space at electrical panels and proper clearance around water heaters per local
code



The installation day, without surprises
Bad days start with wrong dimensions and end with holes in the wrong wall. Good days move like a small
choreography. A professional team will confirm measurements on site, stage materials, and lay protective runners
from driveway to work area. They will pop chalk lines to account for slab pitch and mark studs. Doors come off
boxes before lifting. Anchors go in as a pattern, not a guess.

For property managers, schedule the work between tenants or on a day when the garage is empty. Make power
available and a clear path to the panel. In humid months, a small fan keeps the work comfortable and adhesives
happy. If the space shares a wall with the unit, advise tenants of drilling noise windows, 30 to 60 minutes at a
time. Clean up matters, so include it in the scope. A magnet sweep catches screws that car tires do not forgive.

Design touches that elevate ADUs
ADUs reward thoughtful details. A narrow pullout beside a utility sink holds cleaning supplies without a cluttered
counter. A pegboard panel over a short base cabinet invites seasonal reconfiguration. LED task strips under wall
cabinets make the space feel built in when your tenant sets up a small bench. A single open bay for a rolling
toolbox meets the needs of tenants who bring their own kit.

Color and texture also matter. In a compact ADU, lighter cabinet finishes bounce light and keep the garage from
feeling cave like. In detached ADUs that double as creative studios, a bold color on just the tall cabinets gives
character. Steel systems in matte graphite hide smudges. Plywood with a clear finish warms the space near a
window.

Noise is the detail people forget. Soft close hardware and felt bumpers at door stops keep morning routines
quiet, which matters when a bedroom shares a wall.

Maintenance plan and turnover workflow
Cabinets do not need much, but a little attention extends life. During turnover, wipe doors and boxes with a mild
detergent. Check hinge screws and drawer slides for looseness, a 60 second pass with a driver avoids future
sagging. Replace door bumpers as needed. For butcher block tops, sand lightly and re oil, or swap in a laminated
top if tenants will not maintain wood.

Train your maintenance techs to recognize water stains at cabinet feet. That usually means seepage from a hose
bib, AC condensate line, or a car wash habit. Catch it early, adjust splash habits, and protect the toe with a strip of
PVC or aluminum if needed.

Give tenants a one page storage guide with the lease. Show them where the lockable cabinet is, how to adjust
shelf pins, and what not to store near the water heater. Clear expectations prevent misuse.

Timelines, permits, and coordination
Every project wants a schedule you can count on. From first call to final wipe down, expect a few clear milestones.

Site visit and measure, 45 to 90 minutes, confirm utilities and wall types

Design and pricing, 2 to 7 days depending on complexity and vendor workload

Fabrication or ordering, 1 to 4 weeks, longer for custom colors or steel

Garage cabinet installation, typically one day for a single bay, two days if masonry anchors or plumbing
cutouts add time



Punch list and handoff, 20 to 60 minutes, collect spare keys and confirm locks

Permits are rarely required for cabinets alone, but if you add plumbing for a sink or alter electrical, loop in the
right trades and your local building office. In an attached garage, any change that touches the fire separation
deserves a quick code check. That habit saves headaches.

Choosing the right partner
If you are new to the category, start with a conversation. A qualified garage cabinet company will ask about
tenant profiles, planned hold period, climate, and target budget. They will not push their favorite system blindly.
Good garage cabinet builders carry multiple lines for a reason. They match the material to the use case.

In hot, humid markets, teams specializing in Garage cabinets in Atlanta know which finishes hold up and how to
mount into mixed framing and block. Ask for addresses you can drive by, not just photos. Cabinets that still hang
straight after five summers tell you more than a brochure ever could.

Look for clear contracts with scope, materials, hardware specs, lead times, and warranty terms in writing. Ask how
they handle damage discovered behind existing shelving, common in older garages. A small contingency line in
the budget avoids haggling on the day of discovery.

Edge cases and pitfalls to avoid
Mixed wall types in one bay complicate anchoring. I once opened a span that transitioned from stud to block
without warning. We shifted to a ledger across studs and used sleeve anchors in the block section, then skinned
the wall with plywood for a continuous mounting plane. That fix was cheaper than Swiss cheesing the wall with
misfit anchors.

Detached ADUs sometimes lack robust power in the garage. Plan outlets on separate circuits for tools near a
bench. Tenants will plug in air compressors and saws, even if you think they will not. Adding outlets later, after
cabinets are in, costs more.

Tight one car garages turn into door ding factories if you push cabinets too deep. Keep base depths to 18 inches
on the side where a sedan parks. Use tall cabinets along the back wall or on the non parking side. Masking tape
lines on the floor during design help visualize door swing and clearance.

If you must mount near a water heater, especially gas, respect clearance requirements and combustion air. Keep
closed storage a safe distance away. I have removed more than one cabinet to pass an inspection that should
never have failed in the first place.

Bringing it together
Custom garage cabinets are not a luxury line item for rentals and ADUs. They are a small infrastructure
investment that pays rent, lowers hassle, and signals care to tenants. The best systems are quiet about their value.
Doors close softly, shelves hold real weight, locks click with authority, and the layout leaves room for real life to
happen.

With careful material choices, attention to anchoring, and a layout that anticipates daily use, you get a garage
that supports the property rather than siphoning time and money. Whether you work with a local specialist or
take a light DIY approach on a simple run, treat the garage like the hardworking room it is. If you do, the cabinets
will quietly do their job for years, and you will have one less thing to worry about when the next lease comes up.



Garaginization of Atlanta
Address: 1710 Cumberland Point Dr Suite 22, Marietta, GA 30067
Phone number: (770) 802-1355

FAQ About Garage Cabinet Company

How much should garage cabinets cost?

Garage cabinets cost anywhere from $500 to $10,000+ depending on whether you choose DIY-friendly
plastic/resin units, ready-to-assemble steel sets, or full custom installations. Costs scale based on the material,
garage size, and whether you pay for professional installation.

Who has the best garage cabinets?

Finding the "best" garage cabinets depends on your budget and storage needs. For heavy-duty use and premium
quality, NewAge Products is widely considered the best overall. For excellent mid-tier value, Gladiator is highly
rated, while Husky provides the best budget-friendly metal options.

Is Garage Organization.com legit?

Yes, Garage-Organization.com is a legit e-commerce retailer that sells garage storage cabinets, shelving, and
organizational systems. While they are a legitimate business, there are a few important things to know before you
buy.


