
Porcelain veneers can lift a smile from guarded to confident in a single appointment or two, but their elegance
depends on everyday care. In London, Ontario, I see veneers last well past the 10 to 15 year mark when patients
treat them as an investment rather than a quick fix. The porcelain is strong, highly polished, and stain resistant,
yet the surrounding teeth and gums behave just like natural tissues with all the strengths and weaknesses that
implies. Good habits keep the veneer-glass smooth, the edges invisible, and the gums healthy.

This guide distills what works long term, where people run into trouble, and how local factors in Southwestern
Ontario can nudge your routine.

What porcelain veneers are, and how they age
A veneer is a custom ceramic shell bonded to the front of a tooth, usually between 0.3 and 0.8 mm thick. The
ceramic is harder than enamel and keeps its color well. Where veneers truly excel is optical quality: translucency
and surface gloss mimic enamel better than composite bonding can.

Bonding matters as much as the porcelain. When veneers are bonded to enamel, they are more durable and
resistant to debonding than veneers bonded to exposed dentin. That is one reason conservative tooth
preparation is critical. The bond line is the Achilles heel. While the porcelain resists stains, the microscopic margin
where veneer meets tooth can pick up discoloration if plaque rests there. Gum tissue around the veneer can also
respond to plaque the same way it does around a natural tooth, with redness and bleeding. Most veneer
problems I repair start as preventable gum inflammation or small chips at the incisal edge from heavy bite forces.
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Think of veneers as a glassy facade bonded to living structure. The porcelain does not decay, but the tooth
underneath can. The gum will stay quiet if you keep plaque off the margins. The glaze will hold up if you avoid
coarse abrasives. Veneers do not like point loads, twisting forces, or sudden temperature changes immediately
after bonding. Everything else is common sense.

The first 48 hours after placement
Your dentist bonded those veneers with resin cement that sets both chemically and with a curing light. Initial
hardness is excellent right away, but the resin still benefits from a gentle period. For the first day or two, avoid
chewing tough meats or crusty bread on the veneered teeth. Skip very hot beverages for a few hours after
bonding. If your bite feels slightly off as the anesthetic wears off, call the office. Small high spots create big
stresses at the thin edge of porcelain.

Sensitivity is common for a week or so, especially to cold air or drinks. It tends to settle as the nerve calms down
and the gums adapt to the new contours. Over-the-counter ibuprofen or acetaminophen is usually enough.

A daily care checklist that works
Use a soft-bristled manual or electric brush for two minutes, morning and night. Keep the bristles on the
gumline at a 45 degree angle and sweep plaque away from the veneer margins.

Choose a non-abrasive toothpaste. Aim for an RDA under 70. Avoid charcoal pastes and gritty whitening
formulas.

Floss or use a low-profile interdental pick once a day. Glide PTFE floss or rubber soft-picks slide under veneer
edges without catching.

Rinse with an alcohol-free mouthwash if you tend to get dry mouth, or a neutral sodium fluoride rinse at
night if you have a history of cavities.

Wear your nightguard if you clench or grind. Veneers tolerate chewing well but dislike nocturnal grinding
forces.

A quick note on toothpaste abrasivity: RDA, or Relative Dentin Abrasivity, gives you a ballpark. Many “whitening”
pastes clean by abrasion rather than chemistry. Those rougher particles can dull the veneer’s glaze and scuff the
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margin so it collects more stain. Low-abrasive pastes labeled for enamel protection or sensitivity usually sit in the
RDA 30 to 70 range and are kinder to porcelain.

Eating, drinking, and staining in real life
Coffee, tea, red wine, and turmeric do not color porcelain the way they tint natural enamel. Where I see stains is
at the micro-gap between veneer and tooth, and on the surrounding enamel that was not covered. If you are a
multiple-cups-a-day coffee person, drink water between sips. That simple habit keeps the pellicle thinner and
makes a visible difference over the years, especially at the gumline. If you smoke or vape, stains concentrate
quickly at the margins and along the lower incisors. Veneers do not protect you from gum disease, and nicotine
narrows the small vessels that feed the gums.

Acids from citrus, sodas, and wine are not a problem for porcelain, but they soften natural enamel around it.
Some patients notice edge sensitivity after a stretch of sparkling water and lemon or a new fitness drink with
citric acid. Rinse with plain water after acidic drinks. If you are sipping slowly over an afternoon, switch to a straw
for the more erosive options.

Do not fear biting into an apple. You can eat normally once your bite is balanced. Where to use caution: hard
candies, pork crackling, unpitted olives, and the stray popcorn kernel. A patient of mine chipped a tiny corner off
a lateral incisor veneer on a bag of kettle corn during a Knights game. The repair was simple with microfill
composite, but it taught him to let the molars handle the crunch.

Habits to sidestep if you want veneers to last
Nail biting, pencil chewing, and thread cutting with your front teeth.

Opening packages or bottles with your incisors.

Grinding or clenching without a protective nightguard.

Chewing ice or bones, especially with the front teeth.

Using abrasive home whiteners or charcoal powders on veneered teeth.

You will likely get away with some of these once or twice. The cumulative effect is what shortens veneer life.

Professional maintenance: what to expect at hygiene visits
Your hygienist is your veneer’s best friend. A routine schedule of cleanings every 6 months works for most
people. If your gums bleed easily, you smoke, or you have diabetes, consider 3 to 4 month intervals until the
tissue is consistently healthy. Here is what I ask my team to do for veneered patients:

Scaling is fine, with a light touch at margins. Piezo or ultrasonic scalers can be used safely if the tip is not
raking the edge of the veneer. Plastic or carbon fiber tips are gentle when available. The goal is biofilm
removal, not scraping at cement lines.

Choose polishing pastes that respect ceramic. Fine-grit or porcelain-specific pastes are ideal. Avoid coarse
prophy pastes. If your office uses air polishing, glycine or erythritol powders are safe on porcelain. Sodium
bicarbonate, especially aimed directly at margins under high pressure, is more aggressive than necessary.

Fluoride is helpful, but skip acidulated phosphate fluoride gels on veneers. Neutral sodium fluoride varnish or
rinses are safe. APF can etch the glaze of glass ceramics if left in contact.

Re-check your bite yearly. Small shifts from tooth movement or nighttime grinding can load a thin edge.
Micro-adjustments save porcelain.

Photograph and track margins. If a tea line starts at a gum edge or the gum blanches when floss passes, it is
a clue to adjust home care or schedule a more thorough clean.

If you had whitening before the veneers were made, your hygienist can help maintain the shade of the natural
teeth so they keep matching the porcelain. Veneers themselves will not lighten with bleach, so the trick is
preserving the surrounding enamel color.

Nightguards, sports guards, and winters in London
A lot of veneer failures in our region tie back to bruxism. Winters are dry, stress spikes during exam season at
Western, and people grind in their sleep. A lab-made hard acrylic nightguard spreads force evenly and protects
the veneer edges. The boil-and-bite versions from a drugstore can be too soft and may even pull on veneers if
they grip the front teeth. Ask your dentist for a guard that is relieved over the veneer margins and has smooth
anterior guidance.

For hockey, ringette, and rec league basketball, a custom sports mouthguard fits around veneers without tugging
on them during removal. It reduces concussion risk and protects more than porcelain. If you already have one,
bring it along after your veneers are placed so the dentist can check pressure points. Mouthguards warp if left on
a car dashboard or cleaned with hot water, so rinse them in cool water and store them dry.



Whitening strategy when you already have veneers
This one causes a lot of confusion. Porcelain does not bleach. If you whiten at home after veneers are in place,
you will only lighten the natural teeth, and the mismatch will show. The sequence I recommend is: whiten first,
settle the shade for at least two weeks, then match the veneer ceramics to the stable tooth color.

If you already have veneers and wish the overall smile were brighter, two paths exist. You can whiten the natural
teeth and then replace the veneers to the lighter shade, or you can accept the porcelain color and ask hygiene to
keep the natural enamel as close as possible with maintenance. In mixed cases with crowns, bridges, or dental
implants, we plan shade with even more care. If you are considering dental implants London Ontario providers
often coordinate with restorative dentists early, because implant crowns will also not bleach. The same
coordination is wise if you use partial dentures. Patients looking at dentures London Ontario clinics often do a
try-in to confirm tooth shade next to any veneers so the smile looks coherent, not patchwork.

Managing chips, stains at the margin, and gum recession
Minor chips at the incisal edge or corner can often be polished or repaired with composite resin. The repair will
not be as strong as the original veneer but buys time. If the bite is adjusted and a nightguard worn, a small repair
can last years.

Stains at the gumline mean plaque is staying put. First try meticulous home care and a professional clean with
attention to the area. If a brown line persists at cosmetic dentistry london ontario the margin of a well-bonded
veneer, micro-polishing the composite resin at the edge can freshen it. When a gap forms from recession or a
margin starts to show because the gum has crept away, we weigh two choices: replace the veneer to hide the line
again, or consider gum grafting if the recession is more general. The decision depends on your tissue type, how
much root shows, and whether you are sensitive to cold. A periodontist’s input is useful. If you also have
implants, a dental implants periodontist can help plan soft tissue around different materials so the gumline flows
naturally across veneer and implant crown.

If a veneer ever debonds fully, do not throw it away. Keep it safe and dry, and call your dentist. In many cases it
can be cleaned and rebonded if it broke away cleanly and the tooth is intact. Avoid superglue at home.
Cyanoacrylate on enamel is a headache to remove, and the alignment will be off.

Dry mouth, medications, and London’s climate
Medications for blood pressure, anxiety, allergies, and ADHD can lower saliva. Winters here are especially
dehydrating, with heated indoor air and long commutes. Porcelain may not care, but the teeth and gums do.
Saliva buffers acids and supplies calcium and phosphate. If your mouth feels sticky or you need water to swallow
dry foods, adapt:

Keep a water bottle handy, sip often, and chew sugar-free gum with xylitol to stimulate saliva.

Use a neutral fluoride rinse at night.

Favor gel toothpaste for sensitivity and enamel care.

Ask your physician whether a medication change might help, then coordinate with your dentist.

Dry mouth patients with veneers sometimes develop decay at the edges of the veneers where exposed tooth
remains. Staying ahead of that risk is much easier than repairing it.

When veneers share space with other dental work
Smiles are rarely one-material. Veneers might sit beside composite bonding, crowns, implant restorations, or a
partial denture clasp. Matching shade and translucency is an art. The maintenance side matters too:

If you have a dental implant and a veneered tooth next to each other, expect the gum to behave a little
differently around the implant. Implants lack a periodontal ligament and can be less forgiving if plaque sits at
the collar. Clean the implant neck with extra care. When searching for dental implants London, ask providers
how they plan soft tissue form so the gum heights match veneers.

Partial dentures that hook around veneered teeth need careful design so clasps do not pry on the porcelain.
Tell your dentist if you are getting a new removable appliance. Many offices in dentures London Ontario
circles will ask for a protective layer or altered clasp design to reduce torque on veneers.

If you are planning orthodontics after veneers, clear aligners can usually be designed to avoid pulling on
veneer edges, but bonded attachments might not stick as well to porcelain. Your orthodontist and restorative
dentist should coordinate, especially if attachments are proposed on veneered teeth.

The take-home message is coordination. A good restorative plan aligns the strengths of each material and avoids
creating weak points.

Costs, coverage, and realistic lifespan
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Most insurers in Ontario consider veneers cosmetic. Some make exceptions for trauma, developmental defects,
or significant wear with documented functional impairment, but expect to pay out of pocket. In London the fee
for a veneer varies with complexity, lab, dental clinic near me London and whether mockups and temporaries are
included. Broadly, per-tooth fees often land in the low to mid four figures. A single margin repair or polish is far
less.

Lifespan depends on case selection and behavior. I see 12 to 20 years routinely on enamel-bonded veneers when
patients keep clean margins, avoid the problem habits, and wear nightguards if they grind. Veneers that were
placed over large old fillings or onto dentin tend to have a shorter horizon. Gum recession can nudge earlier
replacement for esthetic reasons even when the veneer itself is intact.

Budget for periodic maintenance: nightguard replacement every few years if it warps or cracks, professional
polishes, and photos to compare shade over time. These are modest costs that prevent bigger ones.

Choosing a local team that supports longevity
The dentist who designs your veneers sets you up for easy maintenance by creating cleansable margins, smooth
transitions, and a bite that does not overload thin porcelain. Ask to see before-and-after photos taken in the
office, not just from a lab brochure. Wax-ups and provisional veneers give you a test drive to evaluate shape and
function before the final ceramics are made.

If your case also involves implants or gum reshaping, seek a team approach. A restorative dentist working closely
with a periodontist and, when needed, an orthodontist gives you better tissue contours and stability. Patients
exploring dental implants London Ontario wide often meet a surgeon or periodontist first, then return to their
general dentist for veneers and finishing. That sequence works well when everyone shares records and shade
maps.

On the hygiene side, an experienced hygienist will talk you through safe pastes, instrument choices, and home
routines rather than treating veneers like just another surface. Those details matter a decade out.

A quick troubleshooting guide you can trust
Temperature sensitivity after placement: normal for a week or two. If it spikes, call. Sometimes a bonded area
near the gum needs a polish, or a high spot on the bite is the trigger.

A visible line at the edge after a few years: could be gum recession, could be stained cement. Hygiene first,
then evaluate polishing or replacement.

Roughness you can feel with your tongue: the glaze may have been dulled by an abrasive paste or a minor
chip. Polishing can restore smoothness quickly.

Bad breath around veneered teeth: usually plaque. Slow down your brushing strokes at the gumline and floss
daily for a week. If bleeding persists, book a clean.

A veneer that feels like it flexes: veneers do not flex. That sensation often means a debond in one area. Avoid
biting on it and see your dentist promptly.

Local odds and ends that make a difference
Water hardness in London sits in a moderate range. If you use an electric brush and notice whitish deposit lines
at the gum edges, that is often mineral buildup mixed with plaque. Spend a few extra seconds angling the brush
at those zones. Winters are dry. Keep a small tube of lip balm in the car so you do not subconsciously lick your
lips and dry the corners of your mouth, which then makes you avoid brushing right to the edge.

If you commute between London and the GTA frequently, schedule your hygiene for a time you can consistently
keep. Veneers do not need special visits beyond your routine, but consistency wins.

The throughline: simple disciplines, steady rewards
Porcelain veneers succeed with ordinary, repeatable habits. Gentle tools, steady plaque control, sensible chewing,
and thoughtful professional care add up. The veneers will not stain like natural enamel, but the veneer-tooth
interface is where your attention should live. If you already protect your investment with a nightguard, clean at
the gumline until floss slides silently, and keep checkups, the veneers will keep their gloss and shape well beyond
the warranty most labs put on them.

If you are mapping out a larger plan that includes veneers alongside crowns, partials, or implants, line up the
sequence with your dentist. Many patients search for dental implants London to replace a missing tooth, then
add veneers to harmonize the smile. With a coordinated plan the shades match, the gumline flows, and
maintenance is straightforward.
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A last tip from years of watching what endures: keep a small travel brush in your bag or desk. The two minutes
after lunch may be the difference between a clean, quiet margin and the faint tea line that nudges you toward
replacement years earlier than necessary. Small habits, big runway.
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Paradigm Dental is a family dental clinic in London, Ontario providing general dentistry and a range of in-office
dental care services.

Patients can request an appointment for routine exams and cleanings, restorative dental work, and other clinic
services listed on the website.

The office address is 532 Adelaide St N, London, ON N6B 3J4, Canada.

To contact Paradigm Dental, call (519) 672-3232 or email info@paradigmdental.ca.

Hours currently listed are Monday 8:00 AM–5:00 PM and Friday 8:00 AM–3:00 PM.
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Follow updates on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/61577765603392/

Popular Questions About Paradigm Dental
Where is Paradigm Dental located?
Paradigm Dental is located at 532 Adelaide St N, London, ON N6B 3J4, Canada.

How do I contact Paradigm Dental?
Phone: +1-519-672-3232
Email: info@paradigmdental.ca
Website: https://paradigmdental.ca/

What are the hours for Paradigm Dental?
Hours listed: Monday 8:00 AM–5:00 PM and Friday 8:00 AM–3:00 PM.

What services does Paradigm Dental offer?
The clinic lists services such as examinations and cleanings, fillings, crowns/bridges, dentures, root canal therapy,
orthodontic options, dental implants, and other dental care services (availability can vary).

How do I get directions to Paradigm Dental?
Use the Google Maps listing for turn-by-turn directions:
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Paradigm+Dental/@42.9926997,-81.2356417,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x882ef3007061d71f:0x772b512bba5c27
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Landmarks Near London, ON
1) Victoria Park

2) Covent Garden Market

3) Budweiser Gardens

4) Western University

5) Springbank Park
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