
Exterior trim doesn’t get the spotlight the way siding, roofing, or windows do. Yet in Seattle’s climate, it often decides
whether a home stays tight and healthy, or slowly takes on water and rot. Trim frames the vulnerable edges: corners,
window and door casings, rake and fascia boards, belly bands, and frieze boards. When those details fail, moisture sneaks
behind siding and into sheathing. That’s when a small cosmetic issue becomes a structural repair.

I’ve worked on local siding contractor homes across Ballard, Capitol Hill, West Seattle, Bellevue, and Shoreline. The
story is consistent. Rain finds the weakness, wind drives it deeper, and deferred maintenance magnifies the bill. If you’ve
ever touched a soft windowsill or seen bubbled paint near a corner board, you’ve already met the early signs. Knowing
when to call for exterior trim repair is part inspection, part timing, and part understanding Seattle’s particular mix of
weather and materials.

Seattle’s Climate and How It Damages Trim
Humidity and frequent wetting cycles define our region. The Puget Sound basin doesn’t have the single big storm that
blows everything apart. It has thousands of small, wet moments. Trim materials absorb moisture, then the occasional
sunny break warms and expands them. That daily flex opens hairline gaps at joints and miter cuts. Capillary action pulls
water through those gaps. Wind-driven rain pushes it even farther, especially on south and west elevations.

Wood species matter. Many older Seattle homes used tight-grain cedar or old-growth fir, which hold up well when
maintained. Renovations from the 80s and 90s brought finger-jointed pine and medium-density fiberboard trim to the
mix, both of which can fail quickly if caulking or paint lapses even a little. Modern cement-based trim is more resilient,
but it still relies on the paint film and proper flashing. No material is a substitute for good detailing, especially around
window head flashings, butt joints, and drip edges.

What “Trim” Includes, and Why It Fails First
Trim is the protective frame for your cladding system. It covers edges, transitions, and penetrations. It also hides
fasteners and helps shed water. Common pieces include corner boards, window and door casings, sill noses, fascia and
rake boards at the roof line, belly bands that break up elevations, and frieze boards tucked beneath soffits.

Trim fails before siding because it bears more joints, more miters, and more end-grain exposure. End grain acts like a
straw. If the cut ends weren’t primed on all sides, or the caulk broke down, the board acts like a sponge. You’ll see it as
swelling, peeling paint, and soft spots you can press with your thumb. Ignore that long enough and the damage migrates
into sheathing and framing.

Signs You Need Exterior Trim Repair
You don’t need to be a builder to spot most early issues. You need patience and a method. Walk your home at least twice
a year, ideally after the first big fall storm and again in late spring. Bring a flashlight, a stiff plastic pick or awl, and your
phone for photos. Move slowly.

Hairline cracks at trim joints, especially at mitered window corners and where corner boards meet the frieze.
Caulk that has pulled away, turned brittle, or left a tiny trough that collects water.
Paint blisters or alligatoring, often a hand’s width above a sill or at the bottom of a corner board.
Slight swelling at board ends, especially where trim meets horizontal surfaces.
Softness when you press a thumb along the lower inch of a sill nose or corner board.

That last item is the most telling. If your finger finds a spongy spot, you probably have dry rot brewing. The term “dry
rot” is a misnomer. In Seattle, it’s almost always fungus-driven decay requiring moisture. Once fungi colonize damp
wood, they digest the fibers that give wood its strength. The piece might look intact, but it won’t hold a fastener.

When It’s Truly Urgent
Some trim repairs can wait a month or two. Others shouldn’t. Priority goes to locations that shed water into wall cavities
if they fail: sill noses, head casings without proper flashing, corner boards at window intersections, and roofline trim near
gutters. Water moves downward and sideways through capillary action. The faster you stop the pathway, the less you’ll
pay.
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If you see staining below a window inside the house, musty smells near trim after rain, or active ants in softened trim,
call a dry rot repair contractor promptly. Carpenter ants don’t eat sound wood. They nest in decayed material. Their
presence points to moisture problems already a season or two old. Smart timing means you call before the winter cycle
locks in months of moisture.

The Seattle-Specific Trouble Spots
Older kit windows with aluminum frames are notorious for letting water migrate into the surrounding wood casings if the
synthetic flashing tape has failed. Same for skylight chase trim and the fascia boards near gutter returns on low-slope
roofs. In neighborhoods with mature trees, needles clog gutters, and water spills over the back edge into the fascia. After
a few seasons, the back side rots while the paint on the front looks fine. Contractors in Seattle see it weekly.

At decks, the ledger trim area is another weak spot. The trim board covering that transition sometimes hides a ledger
without proper flashing. If you notice puffed paint or separation at the trim above the deck, don’t sand and repaint right
away. Have a Seattle dry rot inspection performed so you know whether the ledger flashing and adjacent sheathing are
still sound.

Repair or Replace? Making the Call
Homeowners often ask whether they can just patch a section or if they need full replacement. The decision turns on three
things: extent of decay, source of water, and material lifespan.

If decay is under 10 to 15 percent of a board’s length and the moisture source is already fixed, a dutchman repair or
epoxy rebuild can work. That means cutting out the bad section, scarfing in a new piece, and sealing all cuts. If the board
has multiple soft spots or the paint film is widely compromised, it’s better to replace the whole piece. Patching a tired
board buys months, not years.

Material also matters. MDF trim should be replaced outright when it swells, because its structural integrity does not
return after drying. Finger-jointed pine can be patched, but only if you re-prime all end cuts and upgrade the caulk. Cedar
and fir are more forgiving. Cementitious trim usually tolerates spot fixes well, as long as the fastener holes are sealed and
paint is intact.

The Hidden Work Behind a Simple Trim Repair
A proper exterior trim repair looks modest at the end, but the prep makes the difference. The best siding contractors in
Seattle don’t start cutting wood until they find the leak path. That means testing the adjacent caulk joints, peeking behind
the trim for flashing, and sometimes removing a small section of siding to verify that the water-resistive barrier isn’t torn.
If a contractor only quotes paint scraping and new caulk, keep looking.

For window trim, we often check the head flashing first. No drip cap, or one installed under the housewrap rather than
over it, guarantees recurring problems. For fascia near gutters, we inspect how the gutter is hung. Hidden hangers that
penetrate rotten fascia won’t hold loads when the first winter ice sets in. In either case, the repair has to address hardware
and flashing or you’ll be calling again next year.

The Role of Caulking and Paint, and Why They Fail
Caulking is not a cure-all. It is the final line in a layered system that should shed water by gravity first. In our damp
climate, elastomeric or high-quality polyurethane sealants outperform painter’s caulk at critical joints. They flex more,
last longer, and stay adhered through wet-dry cycles. That said, a fat bead is not better than a proper joint. Caulk needs a
clean, dry substrate, the right joint width, and ideally backer rod so it can stretch rather than tear.

Paint is the armor. Two coats of a good 100 percent acrylic exterior paint over a primer that matches the substrate will
change how your trim ages. End-grain priming matters more than most homeowners realize. Every cut surface should be
primed before installation. On a typical trim package, that adds a few hours of labor but can save years of service life.
You can always tell when it was skipped. The ends swell first, even if the faces look fine.

How Siding and Trim Interconnect



Exterior trim repairs rarely stand alone. Once you open a corner or casing, you may find the first course of siding has
absorbed damage too. Smart planning means choosing whether to treat the issue as a surgical trim repair or part of a
larger refresh. Trim and siding repair work tends to snowball if you chase one failed joint at a time. Sometimes it costs
less in the long run to undertake targeted siding repair Seattle homeowners can combine with trim upgrades, especially if
the paint system is already near the end of its life.

If more than one elevation shows recurring issues, talk with siding contractors in Seattle about whether phased siding
replacement services Seattle WA homeowners use would be more cost effective. You can replace the worst elevation this
year, then budget for the next. Contractors with a strong portfolio in seattle trim repair and siding replacement can help
you plan these phases without leaving awkward seams or mismatched details.

What a Proper Dry Rot Repair Looks Like
Dry rot repairs follow a predictable arc: diagnose, remove, dry, rebuild, protect. The removal step is where most budgets
go sideways because the damage is rarely symmetrical. Fungus travels along the easiest fibers. If you open one corner of
a window trim and find soft sheathing, keep opening until you hit sound wood. That may mean replacing a few studs,
adding new sheathing, installing proper flashing tape, then resetting the trim.

Seattle dry rot repair also demands respect for drying time. If we open wet cavities, we don’t rush to cover them. We use
moisture meters, aim for wood moisture contents in the mid-teens before closing, and sometimes return after a few days’
break in the weather. Painting over damp wood traps moisture and resets the rot clock. Homeowners sometimes push for
speed here. Resist that urge, especially in fall.

A common question is whether to use epoxy consolidants. They can stabilize small areas, like the outer inch of a historic
sill that you’d prefer not to replace. They don’t fix systemic water entry. If the sill nose failed due to missing head
flashing or a tilted sill, the epoxy patch is a bandage, not a cure.

Cost Ranges You Can Use for Planning
Every home is different, so treat these as ballpark ranges typical for Seattle labor and materials:

Minor trim tune-up with spot caulking and paint touch-ups: often 400 to 900 dollars for a couple of windows or a
short run of fascia, assuming no rot.
Localized house trim repair with one or two new boards, end-grain priming, and repainting to a corner: usually 650
to 1,500 dollars.
Window casing and sill nose replacement with flashing corrections: commonly 900 to 2,500 dollars per opening,
depending on access and window type.
Corner board replacement with siding tie-in and WRB repair: roughly 1,200 to 3,000 dollars.
Structural dry rot repair Seattle projects that include sheathing and framing replacement: ranges widely, 2,000 to
8,000 dollars for a small area, more if multiple windows or elevations are affected.

If a bid comes in far below these ranges, ask what’s excluded. If it’s far above, check whether it includes repainting the
full elevation or additional siding work. Transparent scopes prevent surprises.

Picking the Right Partner
Choosing among siding contractors Seattle WA homeowners recommend is as much about process as price. You want a
crew that respects water management details, not just cosmetics. Ask to see photos of prior rot repairs, not only full
siding installs. Listen for language about flashing, moisture meters, and end-grain priming. Ask how they stage projects
around our wet seasons. A contractor who works under pop-up shelters, uses temporary membrane protection, and
schedules painting for the right humidity windows is protecting your investment.

Reputation matters. Siding contractors in Seattle live and die by how they handle the punch list. You want a firm that
returns in six months if a joint opens up, not one that blames the rain. Good companies document the repair with photos
so you can see what was behind the trim.

Maintenance That Actually Works Here
Paint and caulk have service lives in our climate. Ten years is optimistic for mid-grade paint in full exposure. High-
quality acrylics can reach 12 to 15 years if prep was solid and sun is moderate. Caulk joints near moving parts, like



around doors that see daily use, fail sooner. Set reminders to inspect every spring and fall. Clean gutters before the first
real storm. Trim shrubs back from walls so air can circulate, helping surfaces dry after rain.

Avoid power-washing trim aggressively. High pressure drives water into joints and lifts paint edges. If you must clean,
use a low-pressure rinse and a soft brush with a mild exterior cleaner. For small hairline cracks at joints, don’t layer caulk
over debris. Cut out failed material to a clean surface, dry the area, and use a compatible sealant.

When a Partial Upgrade Makes Sense
Sometimes the smartest move is to replace vulnerable trim with more durable profiles and materials without changing
your siding. Examples include switching to cellular PVC or fiber cement for sill noses and water-table trim, adding metal
drip caps over horizontal trims, and upgrading to wider corner boards with factory-primed cuts. These choices don’t
break the aesthetic of a craftsman or mid-century home, yet they remove the chronic weak points. Pair that with a quality
repaint and you buy years of peace.

If your home has an older mix of patchwork trim plus areas of siding that have been nibbled by time, consider a targeted
package: trim and siding repair on the worst elevation, with seattle trim repair at key windows. Siding replacement
services Seattle WA teams can phase this so color and sheen match, or they can use natural break points like downspouts
to make transitions elegant rather than obvious.

The Inspection You Can Do This Weekend
Here is a short, practical walkthrough you can complete in an hour on a mid-sized home. It helps you decide whether to
call for a Seattle dry rot inspection or schedule routine maintenance.

Start at the south and west elevations. The weather side usually fails first. Look closely at window heads, sill noses,
and lower corners of trim.
Run a fingertip along the underside of sill noses. You’re feeling for roughness, swelling, or softness. If your nail
sinks in, note the location.
Check corner boards halfway up and near the base for hairline splits. If paint is flaking in sheets, peel back a small
piece and look for gray, punky wood beneath.
Move to the roofline. Stand beneath gutters and examine the fascia, especially near inside corners and downspouts.
Dark streaks or swollen paint signal water behind the gutter.
Photograph every suspect spot. Good pictures help a contractor quote accurately and save you time during the first
visit.

Why Acting Early Saves Money
Water damage compounds. A 150 dollar caulking and paint touch-up today can prevent a 1,500 dollar sill replacement
next year. Left alone, that sill issue can creep into sheathing and framing, turning into a 5,000 dollar dry rot repair.
Multiply that by a couple of windows and you’re discussing partial siding replacement. That’s not scare talk. It’s the
math that shows up on invoices after a couple of winters.

Seattle homes also carry resale expectations. Inspectors look hard at trim and siding interfaces, and buyers here
understand the climate. A neat, well-sealed trim package projects care and protects appraisal value. Real estate agents
often ask for documentation of recent seattle trim repair and siding repair Seattle services, especially on homes from the
80s through early 2000s that used more vulnerable materials.

How to Coordinate Trim Work With Other Projects
Sequencing matters. If you plan to replace windows within two years, you may choose temporary stabilization of failing
trim around those openings and put your budget into the window package. Conversely, if your windows are sound and
your paint job is due, schedule trim repairs just before repainting. The best results happen when one contractor owns the
envelope details or when your GC coordinates between a dry rot repair contractor and the painter so priming and topcoats
land within the manufacturer’s window.

Roofing projects deserve special coordination. Fascia, soffits, and rake boards interact with roof edges and gutters. If a
roof replacement is coming, have the roofer and trim team align on drip edges, gutter rehangers, and fascia replacements.
Nothing is more frustrating than a new roof installed over failing fascia that you then must disturb for repair.



The Bottom Line for Seattle Homeowners
You need exterior trim repair when wood softens under your touch, when paint fails in persistent patterns, when joints
open and refuse to hold caulk, and when musty smells or ant activity tell you moisture is already inside. In this climate,
those signs often show up in predictable places: sill noses, corners, fascia near gutters, and horizontal trim bands. The
right response is measured and thorough. Track down the water path, repair the structure if needed, install proper
flashing, prime end grain, and finish with quality sealant and paint.

Whether you call a general contractor, a specialist in seattle dry rot repair, or one of the established siding contractors in
Seattle, make sure the scope addresses causes, not just symptoms. Ask for photos, plan around the rain, and don’t rush
drying. If you build those habits into your home care, you’ll find that trim moves from being a headache to being the
reliable frame that keeps your siding, windows, and walls working the way they should.

Seattle Trim Repair 8338 20th Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98117 (425) 517-1751


