Navigating the surrogacy landscape can be both exciting and daunting for intended parents. As you embark on this journey in
Riverside, it is crucial to understand your rights, responsibilities, and the legal framework surrounding surrogacy. This
understanding not only empowers you but also ensures that you are adequately prepared for the emotional and logistical
challenges ahead.

The Basics of Surrogacy in Riverside

Surrogacy involves a woman (the surrogate) carrying a child for another individual or couple (the intended parents). There are two
primary types of surrogacy: gestational and traditional. In gestational surrogacy, the surrogate carries an embryo created using the
mtended parents’ gametes or donor gametes, meaning she has no genetic ties to the child. Traditional surrogacy involves the
surrogate using her own eggs, making her the biological mother.

California, including Riverside, has established legal guidelines that govern surrogacy arrangements. These laws are designed to
protect all parties involved—intended parents, surrogates, and children—ensuring clarity throughout what can often be an
emotionally charged process.

Understanding Your Rights as an Intended Parent

As an intended parent in Riverside, you have a range of rights that are essential to your journey through surrogacy. These include:

1. Legal Recognition: California law recognizes intended parents as the legal parents at birth when following proper
procedures. This means that once your child is born via a gestational carrier, you will have parental rights without needing
additional legal action.

2. Choice of Surrogate: You have the right to choose your surrogate based on personal preferences and criteria. It is vital to
work with a reputable Riverside surrogacy agency that provides thorough screening processes for potential carriers.

3. Compensation Agreements: You can negotiate compensation with your surrogate before entering into any agreement. It
is important to discuss this openly so that all parties understand their financial obligations from the outset.

4. Medical Decision-M aking: As an intended parent, you have rights regarding medical decisions concerning the pregnancy
and delivery process. This includes involvement in prenatal care discussions and choices about delivery plans.

5. Confidentiality: Your privacy is paramount throughout this process. You have the right to ensure that sensitive information
regarding your family’s journey remains confidential unless otherwise agreed upon.

Understanding these rights can help reduce anxiety associated with uncertainties during your surrogacy journey. However, it is
equally important to be aware of your responsibilities as an intended parent.

Responsibilities of Intended Parents

While knowing your rights is crucial, understanding your responsibilities ensures a smoother experience for everyone involved:

¢ Legal Preparation: Work with an attorney specializing in reproductive law early in the process to draft contracts that
protect all parties' nterests.

* Emotional Support: Be prepared to provide emotional support not only to your surrogate but also to yourself and other
family members who may be affected by this journey.
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* Financial Obligations: Ensure timely payments related to medical expenses and agreed-upon compensation for the
surrogate’s services as outlined in your contract.

* Open Communication: Establish clear communication channels with your surrogate from day one. Transparency fosters
trust and reduces misunderstandings.

e Involvement in Prenatal Care: Attend prenatal appointments when possible; being actively involved helps build a healthy
relationship with your surrogate while showing support.

Being mindful of these responsibilities will create a positive environment conducive to successfully bringing new life into the world.

The Role of Surrogacy Agencies

Choosing a reputable Riverside surrogacy agency can significantly enhance your experience as an intended parent by providing
valuable resources and guidance throughout every step ofthe process. A good agency will offer comprehensive support services
such as:

* Screening potential surrogates thoroughly

* Facilitating communication between all parties

* Assisting with legal paperwork

* Providing counseling services

Offering logistical support during pregnancy and after birth

Researching various agencies will help identify those aligned with your values and needs as intended parents.

Navigating Legal Frameworks

The legal considerations surrounding surrogacy can vary significantly by state; however, California tends to provide favorable
conditions for mtended parents seeking surrogates. Before pursuing this path, familiarize yourself with key aspects of California's
laws governing assisted reproduction:

1. Pre-Birth Orders: These are vital documents issued before childbirth that confirm parental rights for mtended parents even
if they are not genetically related to their child.

2. Contracts: All parties should agree upon a written contract detailing compensation agreements, expectations during
pregnancy, medical procedures consented to by each party, and other pertinent issues like confidentiality clauses.

3. Establishing Parentage: With proper legal documentation in place—such as pre-birth orders—you can establish
parentage without further court intervention upon birth.



Engaging an attorney knowledgeable about California's reproductive laws will aid in navigating legal complexities while protecting
everyone's mterests effectively.

Understanding Surrogate Compensation

Compensation varies widely among surrogates based on several factors including experience level, geographical location, health
history, and specific arrangements made through agency negotiations or independent contracts.

In Riverside specifically:
* First-time surrogates might earn anywhere from $40,000 to $60,000.

e Experienced surrogates typically command higher rates due to their proven track records—often starting around $60,000
up to $100,000 or more depending on various factors like multiple births or special circumstances requiring additional care.

* Additional reimbursements may cover prenatal care expenses incurred by both parties beyond standard compensation
agreements.

Clarifying financial expectations upfront helps avoid disputes later while ensuring fair compensation reflective of efforts put forth by
each party involved.

Requirements for Becoming a Surrogate in Riverside

If you're considering becoming a surrogate mother yourself—or if you're simply curious about what qualifications potential
candidates must meet—there are specific requirements set forth primarily by agencies operating within Riverside:

1. Age Range: Most agencies require surrogates aged between 21 and 40 years old; this age range balances physical health
considerations alongside emotional maturity needed throughout pregnancy.

2. Health Status: Potential candidates should demonstrate good physical health measured through medical evaluations aimed
at assessing reproductive health history alongside general wellness checks.

3. Parenting Experience: Agencies often prefer individuals who previously carried their pregnancies successfully; having
firsthand knowledge provides reassurance about managing motherhood-related challenges later down the line.

4. Stable Lifestyle: Surrogate candidates must exhibit stable lifestyles free from substance abuse issues while possessing
solid support systems from friends or family members willing enough during challenging moments inherent within any
pregnancy journey.

5. Psychological Evaluation: Candidates must undergo psychological assessments confirming mental fitness levels necessary
before embarking on this significant undertaking while safeguarding emotional well-being throughout its course too!

Potential candidates should approach reputable agencies capable of addressing unique concerns associated with their journeys
while remaining transparent regarding motivations behind wanting such experiences altogether!

Building Relationships Throughout Your Journey

A successful partnership between intended parents and their chosen surrogate hinges on mutual respect founded upon open
dialogue combined with shared values guiding respective journeys forward together—all aimed toward achieving similar goals
centered around new life creation ultimately!

Establishing rapport begins early through honest discussions about expectations while maintaining flexibility towards adjustments
needed along way—as situations arise unexpectedly! Regular meetings (in-person or virtual) promote understanding leading up
until actual delivery riverside surrogate requirements dates come closer so everyone stays informed leading up until final
moments arrive!
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Consider organizing social events where both parties meet casually outside formal appomtments too! Creating lighter atmospheres
fosters bonds Riverside surrogate pay strengthening connections impacting overall experiences positively—even making them
memorable along way too!

Cementing relationships built upon trust evolves naturally over time resulting positively impacting outcomes achieved collectively
over entire duration spent navigating complex landscapes presented within modern-day fertility journeys today!

Final Considerations

Becoming an intended parent through surrogacy offers unique opportunities intertwined closely alongside profound responsibilities
requiring careful navigation throughout processes involved today! By familiarizing yourself with relevant laws governing agreements
formed between all interested stakeholders ensures clarity aiding success stories unfolding eventually!

Whether seeking assistance from established agencies knowledgeable about local nuances affecting operations conducted nearby
assist families across Riverside area find pathways leading toward fulfillment dreams held dear since long ago!

Explore resources available actively engage professionals specializing within respective fields allowing those insights shape better
understanding how best manage complexities involving modern-day fertility solutions experienced firsthand!

Southern California Surrogacy
300 Spectrum Center Dr Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92618
(949) 878-8698
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(® Business Hours

Monday — Friday: 9:00 AM — 530 PM
Saturday - Sunday: Closed

(Hours may vary on holidays)

Southern California Surrogacy is based in south California. We are here to confidentially and expertly help you during every step
of'the surrogacy process. We want to help you start the family you have always dreamed of.



