
Weed and Feed for Lawns: Expert Guide to Choosing, Timing, and 

Application 

You want a healthy lawn without spending extra weekends pulling weeds. Weed-and-feed 

products let you treat common broadleaf weeds while giving grass a nutrient boost, but timing 

and product choice determine whether you get tidy results or wasted effort. 

 

Use a weed-and-feed that matches your grass type and apply it at the correct season and 

lawn moisture for reliable weed control and stronger turf. This article explains what those 

products do, how they work, and how to apply them effectively so your lawn improves instead 

of suffering from missteps. 

You'll learn how to pick the right formula, when to spread it, and practical tips to avoid 

common mistakes so you can protect your investment and enjoy a greener yard all season. 

Understanding Weed And Feed For Lawns 

You’ll learn what weed and feed for lawns products are, how they act on both grass and 

weeds, and which product forms suit different lawn situations. Expect clear distinctions 

between active ingredients, timing, and application methods to help you choose and use the 

right product. 

 

What Is Weed And Feed 

Weed and feed combines a fertilizer with one or more herbicides in a single product. The 

fertilizer portion supplies nitrogen, and often phosphorus and potassium, to promote turf 

growth. The herbicide portion targets broadleaf weeds or grassy weeds depending on the 

formulation. 

https://dependablelawn.ca/lawn-care/weed-and-feed-program/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/R6vYTemeQ9Xx2NuR8


You should check the label for the specific active ingredients and the nutrient ratio (e.g., 20-

0-10). That tells you what weeds it controls and what nutritional effect it will have on your 

turf. Read safety directions: some formulas are for cool-season grasses while others suit warm-

season varieties. 

How Weed And Feed Works 

The fertilizer feeds your grass to improve density and recovery; thicker turf competes better 

with weeds. Herbicides arrest weed growth either by contact (killing exposed tissue) or 

systemically (moving through the plant to roots). Post-emergent herbicides treat existing 

weeds; pre-emergent types prevent seed germination. 

Application timing matters: apply when weeds are actively growing and turf is not stressed by 

heat or drought. Use a calibrated spreader for granules and avoid mowing or heavy irrigation 

for 24–48 hours after application to let herbicides absorb. Follow label rates precisely to 

prevent turf injury. 

Types Of Weed And Feed Products 

Granular (broadcast) — easy to apply with a spreader; available in slow-release fertilizer 

blends and both selective herbicides for broadleaf weeds and combination formulas. Liquids 

— sprayed with a tank or hose attachment; better for spot treatments and can offer faster 

herbicide uptake. Ready-to-use — convenient for small areas but often more expensive per 

square foot. 

Look for selective vs. nonselective labels. Selective products spare desirable turf while 

targeting specific weeds. Pre-emergent formulas include compounds like prodiamine; post-

emergent often use 2,4-D, dicamba, or glyphosate (glyphosate is nonselective). Choose based 

on grass type, target weeds, and whether you need long-term prevention or immediate 

control. 

Effective Application And Best Practices 

Apply the right formulation at the correct timing, use proper equipment for even distribution, 

and follow label rates to avoid turf damage and environmental runoff. 

Choosing The Right Product For Your Lawn 

Match the weed-and-feed formulation to your grass type and the weeds you need to control. 

For cool-season grasses (fescue, rye, bluegrass) choose a product labeled for those species; 

for warm-season grasses (bermudagrass, zoysia, St. Augustine) pick a label that lists your turf. 

Check the herbicide active ingredient: 2,4-D, dicamba, and MCPP target broadleaf weeds, 

while products with quinclorac handle crabgrass and some grassy weeds. 

Read the fertilizer analysis (N-P-K) to match growth goals. Use a higher nitrogen blend in spring 

for green-up, and a lower or slow-release N for late season. Avoid weed-and-feed if you plan 

to overseed within 4–6 weeks because herbicides can inhibit new grass germination. 



When And How To Apply 

Apply in spring when lawn is actively growing and soil temps reach about 55–65°F for cool-

season grasses, or in late spring/early summer for warm-season types. Aim for temperatures 

between 60–90°F and no rain forecast for 24–48 hours after application. Mow 2–3 days before 

applying and water lightly 24 hours before to ensure turf is moist, not soaked. 

Use a broadcast spreader for granular products and calibrate it to the label rate. Walk at a 

steady pace and apply in overlapping passes to avoid streaks. For liquid formulations, follow 

spray volume and nozzle recommendations; keep spray booms at the recommended height 

and maintain pressure for even coverage. 

Safety Precautions And Environmental Considerations 

Wear chemical-resistant gloves, long sleeves, and eye protection when mixing or applying. 

Keep children and pets off treated areas until granules have been watered in and surfaces are 

dry, or until sprays have fully dried per label. Store products in original containers, locked away 

and out of sunlight. 

Prevent runoff by avoiding application before heavy rain and by keeping a 10–25 foot buffer 

from water bodies as specified on the label. Sweep granules off driveways and sidewalks to 

prevent wash-off. Consider spot-treatment or non-chemical alternatives in sensitive zones to 

reduce overall herbicide load. 

 


