
The day your garage cabinets go in feels a bit like moving day. Everything’s prepped, the design is locked, and a
crew rolls up with materials that will decide how you work in that space for the next decade or two. A calm,
organized installation day saves time, avoids future squeaks and sags, and prevents those extra holes in the wall
that happen when plans were not fully sorted. I have walked into garages where the homeowner had to scramble
to clear out bikes and recycle bins while the installers waited with levels in hand. I have also stepped into jobs
where the space was staged like a clean operating room, every tool and carton labeled. You can guess which
ones finished early and turned out better.

This checklist gathers what actually makes a difference on installation day, especially for those living with heat,
humidity, and shifting slabs that come with a Garage cabinet in Texas. Whether you hired a full-service garage
cabinet company or a smaller team of garage cabinet builders, the steps below reflect how pros think and what
they hope you do ahead of their arrival.



A final design sanity check the night before
Cabinet installations go off the rails when the design on paper collides with reality on the wall. A mis-measured
light switch, a door that swings into a tall cabinet, a water heater flue in the wrong place, or a garage door track
that steals two inches where you assumed you had three. Spend 15 quiet minutes in the garage with your printed
plan, a tape measure, and painter’s tape.

Mark the high points of your base units along the wall. If you have a 10 foot run of base cabinets, tape that line
and note where drawer banks and doors will land. Open your garage entry door and your car doors inside the
bay to confirm drawer clearance. Tape the top of the tallest cabinet and stand under it to see how it feels with the
garage door open. If you have an attic pull-down ladder or an overhead bike hoist, make sure its arc does not
interfere with crown or tall cabinet doors. This is also the time to check outlet placement for tool charging. If the
plan assumes a duplex above your workbench but the outlet is four feet to the right, you want to tell the crew in
the morning so they can plan grommets, cord paths, or a change order for an electrician.

One more small thing with outsized impact: confirm the wall substrate. Most garages have drywall over wood
studs. Some have block or brick along a fire wall. Older or coastal Texas homes may have furring strips over
masonry. Pole barns and barndominiums often use metal girts. Each condition changes the anchor strategy and
fastener schedule, and you do not want a surprise when the installers pull out a stud finder and get nothing.

Materials matter more in a hot garage
Cabinet advertising loves to talk about finish options. What it rarely mentions is how those finishes respond to a
110 degree August afternoon and a January cold snap that still swings 40 degrees in a day. The material behind
the finish sets the tone for durability.

Thermally fused laminate on industrial particleboard can do fine in a typical garage if edges are sealed and boxes
are mounted off the floor. Melamine coated plywood or multi-ply birch resists screw tear-out and sag a bit better
over long spans. Powder-coated steel holds up well to humidity and abuse, but it dents and can be noisier. In
coastal Texas, humidity and salt exposure push you toward powder-coated steel or sealed plywood cores rather
than bare MDF. Ask your garage cabinet company what they do for moisture protection at exposed edges and
cutouts. A small bead of polyurethane or factory edge banding at sink cutouts, cord grommets, and the bottoms
of end panels will add years.

Shelf thickness is another quiet hero. A 5/8 inch shelf will hold paint cans if the span is short, but eight feet of
shelving with a box of tile at the end will bow over time. Aim for 3/4 inch thick adjustable shelves on runs over 30
inches, or add center supports. Good garage cabinet Garage cabinet installation garaginization.com builders
will show you their shelf pin system. Metal pins seated into a metal strip inside the cabinet resist wallow and
racking better than straight pins into raw particleboard.

Finish color is not just about taste. Rich black or deep navy absorbs heat. In west-facing garages, those finishes
can run warm to the touch. Lighter colors keep things tolerable and show dust earlier, which some people
consider a feature.

Clear the zone, then think about airflow and pets
Installers need space to stage, cut fillers, and assemble tall cabinets that arrive knocked down. Ideally, you free up
a 10 by 12 foot area near the main run, plus a clear path to the driveway. Move your cars onto the street if
possible. If you have an epoxy floor that is less than two weeks old, ask the crew to use soft wheels on carts and
lay down runners near the entry.

https://garaginization.com/farmers-branch/


Heat and ventilation matter. Garages in Texas can feel like ovens by noon. A simple box fan helps move dust and
keep the crew efficient. Close pets in the house or the backyard, not the garage. Curious noses and table saws do
not mix.

The morning-of homeowner checklist
Park vehicles on the street and unlock side gates and the garage entry door.

Remove everything from walls within eight feet of the cabinet runs, including hooks, cords, and low shelves.

Set aside any fixtures that must be integrated, like a sink, undercabinet lighting, power strips, or a mini fridge.

Confirm with the lead installer where power tools can be plugged in and where they should stage saws.

Walk the plan together, pointing out outlets, switches, door swings, and any must-keep items on the wall.

That ten-minute walkthrough saves an hour of backtracking. It also gives you a chance to set expectations on
dust control, bathroom access for the crew, and whether they should haul away packaging.

What pros look for before the first screw goes in
A good crew reads a garage like a book. They sight down the wall and check for bow. They find the high point of
the floor, which determines base cabinet height. Most slabs slope about 1/8 inch per foot toward the door, which
means 3/4 to 1 inch over six feet. The installers will shim to level, then scribe fillers or toe kicks to maintain a tight
visual line at the floor.

Stud location is next. A stud finder that reads density helps over textured drywall. In older garages, fasteners may
find nothing but air inside patched areas. Crews carry a handful of anchors for each condition, such as sleeve
anchors for block, Tapcons for brick, toggle bolts for questionable drywall-only areas where load is light, and
structural screws for heavy wall-hung cabinets. For metal buildings common outside city centers, attachment
often involves bolting through girts or adding a ledger. If your space is a steel-framed shop, tell the garage
cabinet company ahead of time, because it can change the lead time and fastener kit.

The team should also check clearance around any gas appliance. Most codes require 18 inches of clearance
above the floor for ignition sources such as gas water heaters. Avoid placing a cabinet that blocks combustion air
or crowds a flue. If a cabinet plan tucks near a door to the house, keep the integrity of the fire separation wall.
Many garages have 5/8 inch Type X drywall there, and you want to avoid large unsealed penetrations.

A realistic installation timeline
Every job is different, but a typical two-person crew can install a 16 to 20 foot run of wall and base cabinets with
a worktop and a few tall units in one long day. Add time for masonry walls, complicated scribing, or integrated
refrigerators and sinks. Here is the rhythm that works on most projects.

Unload, sort, and stage components by run. Check counts against the packing list and inspect for transit
damage.

Layout and mark. Find studs, level lines, and the high point of the floor. Mark outlet locations and conflict
points.

Hang uppers or tall units first to avoid working over bases. Anchor into studs, verify plumb every two feet,
shim as needed.

Set bases from the high point, clamp and screw face frames or connect panels, then level and scribe fillers.



Install doors, drawers, pulls, and tops. Make final reveals consistent, adjust soft-close hardware, and seal
edges.

If the crew flips that order and runs base cabinets first, it is usually because the plan calls for a long worktop that
must dictate alignment. Either approach can work if they account for slope and plumb from the start.

Quality checks you can do without getting in the way
Experienced installers like engaged homeowners who know what to look for. The trick is to step in at natural
pauses. When upper cabinets are hung but before doors go on, sight across the bottoms. You want a straight line
with no visible steps. Put a level on the face of a run, not just the bottom. A cabinet can be level but still racked.

Open a pair of adjacent doors and look at the gap, called the reveal. A consistent 2 to 3 millimeters reads clean.
Drawer banks should have even spacing top to bottom. Pull a drawer out and push it closed slowly. The soft-
close should engage within the last inch, not slam or stall. If you have Custom garage cabinets with adjustable
shelves, move one shelf up a notch and reseat it. It should land firmly and not wobble.

At the worktop, run your fingers along the wall. If you feel a gap wider than a nickel for more than a foot, ask
how they plan to finish it. Good crews will scribe a backsplash strip or apply a small bead of paintable sealant.
Where the counter meets a tall panel, feel for a sharp edge that can catch clothing. A small radius makes a world
of difference.

Check the hardware count. If your plan calls for twenty-two pulls, count them. If one is backordered, have the
lead mark that on the completion sheet so it is not forgotten.

Dealing with uneven walls, wavy floors, and other curveballs
Garages were not built for fine cabinet work. Expect conditions that need judgment calls. An out-of-plumb corner
can throw a tall unit out of the bubble even when it is tight to the wall. Better to split the difference: keep the
front plumb and use a filler at the wall so the door operates perfectly. On a heavily sloped slab, toekicks can look
like a shark took a bite out of them if the crew simply follows the floor. The better approach is a level toekick
face, scribed at the back where it meets the floor.

If you live near the Gulf or in a particularly humid pocket, talk about ventilation. Cabinets packed tight against a
masonry wall can sweat in summer. A thin foam isolator or a small air gap prevents moisture telegraphing into
the back of the cabinet. For metal buildings, condensation at night can be real. Powder-coated steel boxes stand
up, but contents still need airflow. Vent slots or a louvered door on a tall cabinet keeps musty smells at bay.

Termites and other pests surprise people when installers cut into baseboards or toe kicks. If you see frass or mud
tubes, stop and call a pro. Do not seal that behind a new toekick. In parts of Texas with expansive clay soil, slabs
move slightly seasonally. Wall-hung cabinets are less affected than tall floor-standing units. For tall units, a small
scribe to the ceiling with a flexible caulk allows movement without cracking.

Electricity, lighting, and power tool planning
Garage cabinet installation happens at the intersection of storage and work. If you will mount a miter saw on a
bench or keep a 20 amp battery charger running, plan power well. A simple run of outlets on a backsplash saves
headaches. Where you are installing tall cabinets, think about keeping one outlet free on the wall behind for a
vacuum or air purifier. Most jurisdictions require GFCI protection in garages. If you plan to daisy-chain a power
strip inside a cabinet, consider a grommeted hole with a bushing to protect the cord and keep a clean look.



Lighting is another overlooked detail. Under-cabinet LED strips make a bench usable at night. If you have a low
ceiling and a sectional garage door, the door can block your primary light when open. A small light under the
front edge of uppers or a task fixture on an articulating arm solves that problem.

Coordinate with your garage cabinet company if you expect them to cut for outlets, switches, or conduit. Clean
rectangular cutouts with edge banding look intentional. Rough jigsaw holes do not. Small planning notes like
that separate a professional finish from a weekend hack job.

Safety and code notes worth respecting
Garages often host utilities. Keep clearances around water heaters and furnaces. If a tank water heater sits on a
stand, do not push base cabinets so close that you cannot service it or remove the burner cover. Where a door
from the house swings into the garage, some municipalities require a minimum clearance on the latch side. It is
never a bad idea to keep at least three inches clear so fingers are safe.

Anchoring into masonry requires care not to blow out brittle block. When drilling near the edge of a block, step
the hole inward by at least an inch. For post-tension slabs, never drill the floor for a cabinet hold-down without
confirming tendon locations. Wall-hung cabinets are generally the safer and cleaner approach in a garage, and
they avoid wicking moisture from a wet floor after a storm.

Working with a garage cabinet company the smart way
The right partner makes installation day easy. Ask about insurance and worker’s comp, not just pretty photos. A
reliable garage cabinet company will provide a written scope, schedule, and a warranty that covers both materials
and labor. On the morning of the install, you should know who the lead is, how to reach the office if something
changes, and what happens if a door arrives damaged.

Local experience matters. Garage cabinet builders who work in Texas every week know the feel of a fastener
biting into a dry 2x4 versus a corroded nailer, and they bring the right anchors for block or metal. They also tend
to think ahead on heat. A team used to July in San Antonio will start early, bring shade, and keep glue and
finishes out of direct sun so they cure correctly.

If you are still vetting vendors, see their shop if possible. A shop that mills its own fillers and scribes in-house
usually solves field problems with grace. Ask to see a cabinet box without its doors. Look at the joinery, the back
panel thickness, and how the hanging rail ties into the sides. Details like confirmat screws, dadoed backs, or steel
hang rails speak to longevity.

If you went the Custom route
Custom garage cabinets can be a joy because they match your walls and your work. They also have fewer escape
hatches when a measurement is off. Expect a longer day for installation if panels are built to scribe to your exact
baseboards or to a stone wall. Give the crew space to make quiet, careful cuts. If you requested integrated
features such as a slide-out for a table saw, a dust collection chase, or a built-in fridge surround with ventilation,
check those clearances together before they permanently fasten face frames.

With fully Custom cabinets, ask for a touch-up kit that matches your finish, ten or so extra shelf pins, and a few
hinge plates or clips. Those tiny parts have a way of disappearing when you reorganize in six months, and a small
kit saves a service call.



The punch list that matters
At the end of the day, do a slow lap with the lead. Open every door and drawer. Note any rub, rattle, or
misaligned reveal. Photograph any finish blemishes for the file and send a single recap email that evening. Good
crews appreciate a clear written punch list, not a string of texts.

Make sure you have the documentation: warranty, care instructions for the finish, load limits for shelves, and a
hardware list. If the agreement included haul-away of packaging, confirm the garage floor is clear. If not, flatten
cartons and stack them for recycling day.

Living with your new cabinets
Adhesives and caulks need time. If the installers used construction adhesive behind cleats or on scribe strips,
avoid loading those parts for 24 hours. For countertops, especially if they are solid wood or butcher block, keep
heavy vises and drill presses off until the fasteners and adhesive have settled. Avoid slamming soft-close
hardware on day one, it sometimes needs a few cycles to feel right.

Bring items back in thoughtfully. Heavy liquids and paint cans live best on lower shelves or in base cabinets. Put
the odd-shaped seasonal stuff higher. Separate messy work, such as oil-stained tools, from clean storage like
camping gear. A shallow drawer with dividers near the entry door becomes a catch-all that keeps the top of the
bench clear.

If your garage faces the sun, watch for UV on cabinet faces near windows. A simple film on the glass or a shade
reduces fade. Dust off door tops every few weeks. That tiny bit of maintenance makes the space feel like part of
the house rather than a shed that collects grime.

When something is not right
Even the best teams miss a shim or overtighten a hinge now and then. Do not live with a door that self-opens or
a drawer that kisses its neighbor. Most garage cabinet companies build a service visit into the project price. Use it
within the first 30 to 60 days while the details are fresh and the team is still near your neighborhood for other
projects. If your cabinets came from a national brand with local installers, the office will usually want photos and
a description. The more specific you are, the faster the fix.

A word on budget and timing expectations
Installation day rarely adds cost if the plan was complete. Surprises cost money. Drilling into block and
discovering it is filled solid means different anchors and more labor. Shimming a 12 foot bench 1.5 inches at one
end because the slab falls off faster than expected takes time to make look clean. If you are working with a tight
budget, set aside a 5 to 10 percent contingency for these conditions. It is far cheaper than living with a
compromise you will see every morning.

Schedule matters too. If you are in the middle of other trades working in the garage, avoid stacking them.
Electricians and cabinet installers together can work if the scope is defined, but drywallers or floor coating crews
at the same time create delays. In Texas heat, first appointments are gold. If you can, book the crew to start at 7
a.m., with the goal of finishing major anchoring by midday.

Why this day sets the tone for years of use



A garage looks peaceful when the cabinets are finally up, doors aligned, and the new worktop waits for its first
project. What you cannot see matters more. Hidden shims that fight gravity, a screw that hits clean wood, a
scribed filler that keeps critters out, a sealed edge that laughs off a winter puddle. Those are the choices that give
you a quiet, solid workspace that still feels good after five summers.

The best installations feel inevitable, like the cabinets always belonged on that wall. They are the product of clear
communication with your garage cabinet company, a plan that accounts for the quirks of your structure, and a
homeowner who sets the stage. If you bring that level of attention on installation day, your cabinets will return
the favor every time you reach for a tool, close a drawer, or roll your bike into a space that now works the way
you do.

Garaginization
Address: 2261 Morgan Pkwy Suite 130, Farmers Branch, TX 75234
Phone number: (214) 230-2294

FAQ About Garage Cabinet Company

How much should garage cabinets cost?

Garage cabinets cost anywhere from $500 to $10,000+ depending on whether you choose DIY-friendly
plastic/resin units, ready-to-assemble steel sets, or full custom installations. Costs scale based on the material,
garage size, and whether you pay for professional installation.

Who has the best garage cabinets?



Finding the "best" garage cabinets depends on your budget and storage needs. For heavy-duty use and premium
quality, NewAge Products is widely considered the best overall. For excellent mid-tier value, Gladiator is highly
rated, while Husky provides the best budget-friendly metal options.

Is Garage Organization.com legit?

Yes, Garage-Organization.com is a legit e-commerce retailer that sells garage storage cabinets, shelving, and
organizational systems. While they are a legitimate business, there are a few important things to know before you
buy.


